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N RY 18.21. And behold, I have given the chyldren of Levi, all oh "i 
tenth of Iſrael for an inheritance f or their ſervice which they ſer _ 4 
even the ſervice of the Tabernacle of the (ongregation, = 


3 Tim.$.17. Let the Elders that rmie well be accounted worthy of due Th i Z 
ble honour, eſpecially they that labour in the word and ditrine, Poe 


———— — 


L O N D O N), 4 _ = 
Printed by 7. C. to be ſold ar the three Gilt Cups in Pals Churct t hs : | 
yard, 16 5 9s W--- 5: 


$ 


—— I —_— 
————— 


- 


FC 
- - 


Selrdeedrerdedeeboedde 
CEA 


TO THE 
READER 
vv 
Chriſtian Reader, ' 


% \% 
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&S Haue 4 few things to deſire of thee, 
& which are theſe: 1, That if thou read 
ai.y part of this little Book, thou wouldt 
be pleaſed to take the pains to read all, 
2. That thou wouldjt not cenſure any 
part until thou haſt yead all , and 
well conſidered and examined the whole, 3. That * 


then thou woulaft make Gods Law, and not mans, thy 


rule to judge and walk by, 4. That thou would$t z8t 
quarrel with Words, Phraſes, nor (unſequences, which 
may be made of what ts hereta ſatd, nor ftretch any thing 
beyond the Authours clear intention , but with what can- 
aane ſi thou mayet, interpret the whole, 

There be two or three prejudices to be removed: As 
1. that chus Freatiſe ſeems to'be againſt humanity, and 
Chriſtianity, tn relieutng the poor and diſtreſſed. Sol. 
Read and conſider well, and thou wilt finde no ſuch mat- 
ter, but rather for them, and a juſt way of relieving of 
them. 2. That this that is here jaid, may grue great of- 


fence to ſome men otherwiſe minded, and cauſe them to 


obſiruf the ſettlement of godly Miniſters for their Irves 


7 thety reſpective Sequeſtrations. Sol, Why ſhould you 
A 2 | 


think 


1 


4 
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equal, ſo rational, ſo prudential, ſ» Iong promiſed and 
Euilt upon , (that maxy Miniſters have refuſed other 
places, and expended much in repairing thetr atlapidated 
houſes) and ſo much every way conducing to the glory of 
God, and the good of Church and Commoywealth, ozly 
becauſe they are hereby humbly ſhewed, that the way of 
relieving ſequeſired Mtiſters, and their wives and chul- 
dren, by fifths from Chriſts poor plundred Minifters, us 
z0t jul ,legal;reaſonat le 07 polttick? Why ſhculd you con « 
Cetue that godly men will not do good, except they may ao 
ewill too? The matn deſign of the Anthour 1s to help 


them in the r1ght way of doti2 good4, theſe matters : aud 


certaruly there are r0ze Lut urgotly, and maligranitly 
ſpirited mez, that will go about dtrefly or iudirefly, to 
hide? the ſettlement of Chriſis Miniſters. Mens corrupt 
and unjuſt 1ntereſls ſhould and will be waved, by all tru- 
ly Chridtiaz knowing godly men,eſpecially whea they ſtand 
fo direfly 1a competition with the 13tereſt of Chrift, 
ard the glory of God, as thoſe of ſequeſir-d Miniſters,aad 
private Patrois apparently av: and therefore ſure you 
judge uncharitatly of good men 14 power, who are alſo 


much concerned 1a point of hozour, and ſelf-intereſt, to * 


ſettle poor plundred Miniſters, and with as little burden 
tothem as poſſubly they can, IT confeſs, that if by men o- 
therwiſe minded , you mean malignant and ſequeſired 
men, thoſe that make no .Corſcrence of ſwallowing up the 
conceraments of Jeſus Chriſt. , who weuld tain make 


| them a Captain,and go back again to Egypt z they may be 


offended, and murmur agatuſ} Moics ad Aaron (jor 
thus ſettlement, and becauſe they cannot have fiſths from 


the . 


* To the Reader:. CORY, 


tbink® that godly mes ſhould be ſoa much tranſported * 
with paſſion or prejudice, as any way to hindey a work ſo 


Yr To the Reader; 
the Lords faithful Minifters, who labour 1# the Word 
and Dofrine,) and labour tyall meais to impede this 
good and godly work of ſeitlement : but T hope that godly 
wiſe men baue learned ſo much knowiedge by long expe- 
rienice, as to ſee their deſigns afar off, and counterwork 
them (the moxe the common enemy latours to dtuide us, 
and urſettle and weaken the truly godly, both Miiiſters 
and others, tn their juſt wtereſts and rights, the more 
ſhould we all ſtudte to unite, and ſettle matters 14 Church 
and Commonwealth, ad ſtreagthen the hands and hearts 
of thoſe that are, and have been faithſul to the good old 
cauſ” of Chriſt, that was firit undertaken and engaged 
in) and deny themſ:Iyes and thety own intereſts for the 
advancement of Chriſt : and therefore while godly wiſe 
men are ti power (and let the Lord of Lords, «nd King 
of Kings long continue, proſper, and protef tem, and 
zucreaſe thety rumber) 1 fear none of all theſe things, 
but rather hope that God will fliiy up the hearts of ſome 
good men, to Shop that unreaſonable way of fifihs, and ef= 
fetually move ſome to make a full reſti:ur10n of that 
which they have unjuſtly taken, and others have too Jong” 
withheld from the true, faithful and painful Miiters of 
Chxit, and take ſome ſpeedy and effeual courſe that 


| they may 70t be, for time to come, deprived of their antt- 


ent and lawful priviledges, nor defrauded »f nor troubled 
abaut that pertion which Chriſt hath treely g1Uen them 


for their matutenace and encouragement, 107 oppreſſed 


by their enemres with overtaXirgs, GC, but that they 
may have that double honoar, which they that labour 1n 
the word and Dogriue ought tohave, Laily, for the 
Authours concealing of his name, kuow, that the Au'beur - 
ſeeks not praiſe of men,but thinks ut beſt (pro tem, ore) 

| thus 
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— To the Reader. _ 
thus to ſhield himſelf, though not from the bitter words,yet 
at leaſt from the tloudy ſwords of thoſe Malignant and 
prophare ſort of mer, which have been called Cirualters - 
be hath had ſuffictent experience of their malice, as well 
as his betters ;, and hath ſuffered as deep in his name and 
eſtate by them, as moſt of his profeſſion. But this know 
(zf thou wilt not be bffended at it) that he 4s zo Athieſt, 
nor Papiſt, ror Anabaptiſt,nor Cavalter,nor enemy to the 
preſent Governours 5 tut one that fears God , loves 
truth, and deſires to be fonnd having on the righteouſueſs 
of Chriſt,and owns all the Oratnances of Chriſt, and hath 
'farthfully adhered to the Parliaments juſt cauſe ,- and 
prays for a ſettlement tn Church and Commonwealth ac- 
cordirg to the Word of God, and that God wonld make 
this preſent howouratble Parliament further inſtrumental 
thereunto, And to this end, humbly begs, and heartily 
deſires thoſe godly and faithſul Minitters, and other good 
people 11 and akout the Cities of London and Weit- 
minſter, {becauſe diſtance of place, weakneſf -of body, 
wart of acqua ntance with great men, and multiplicity of 
other neceſſary employments, incapacitate the poor Au- 
thor himſelf to) preſent theſe Chriſtian and innocent 
Papers to the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land, who dout;leſly, (ow the Lord hath ſcattered, and 
brought thety enemies under their feet, and exalted them 
to, and ſetled them 11 places of power and authority) in 
teftimouy of their gratitude ro God Almighty, who hath 
clone ſo many, and great, and wonderful things for them, 
will without much ſoliciting, millizgly, readily, and ſpee- 
aily te pleaſed to put ferth themſelues, and thetr power 
aud authority, to the helping of the Lord againſt his migh- 
ty and crafty enemies, to butld Gods houſe,to ſettle Chriſts 
goVerit- 


pair ins 
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Ee, To the Reader; | 
government 12 his Church, to purge the Land of Idolatry, 
Sacriledge, Simony, Adultery, Hereſie and Perjury, and 
to give veſt and right to the Loyds poor, deſpiſed and 8 
preſſed Miniſters, and. appear, and plead couragiouſly 
and conſtantly for all the intereſts of Chriſt, as they ex- 
pee Chriſt ſhould appear and plead far them and theirs. 
In confidence of which, he bids thee farwel. 
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He Reader is defired to take notice, | 
that theſe Papers long ſince paſs'd _. 
the Authours hands, as appears by | 

their Date, and have been ever ſince con- 
cealed, but may be ſerviceable inthis jun- 
Qure of time, both to Magiſtrates and 
Miniſters, and are therefore thus com- 
mitted to publique view. 


WERE» 2 
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An lumile Apologie for poor Plundred Miiſlers : 

lanly ſhew1hg, that it is not warraxtatle to {oic? 

poor Plundred Mtuiſirrs, topay fiſth parts of the pro- 

fits of thoſe [e equeſl red Pazſonages and Vic ar toes 148 

which they have been put ty Aathority of Payliament, 

to thoſe Miniſters that ha'e been ſequeſtred {rom 
Ef: them, or their WiUes or Children, : 


- 


@zJEfore I enter upon the proof of this Poſiti- 
SAS 01> give me leave to premiſe theſe enſuing 
Poſtulara's, which I humbly conceive no 
Commutrees will deny, for they were of 
theſe Opinions or judgements. 
| r. That thoſe Miniſters, who have b2e 

juſtly and orderly ſequeſtred, were not, are not the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt :, Elſs they have done amiſs to ſequeſter 
them. The ſame might he ſuppoſed. of their Wives and 
Children, who are not Miniſters nor Teachers, nor La- 
bourers in Gods Vineyard. | | 

2. That thoſe Miniſters, who have been pur into ſe- 
queſtrarions by the Parliaments Authoricy, are the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt ; elſe the Parliament and their Committees 
did not. well ro put them into them. : 

3+, That the ations of Chriſtian men ſhould be right- 
ly grounded on, and grided by the rule of Gods word, and 
right reaſon, elſe certainly they are not warrantable, 
L Theſe things premiſed, I proceed ro the proof of the aſ- y 
7: ſertion > That ic 1s not warrantable for Committees, to 
þ force poor Plundred Miaiiters (who are Chriſts Miniſters) 

; pur into Sequeltrations, to pay the fifth part of the profits 
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| T's | 
of their reſpective Packs wad Vicaridges, to ſeque- 
ſtred Miniſters, or their Wives or Children, who are nor 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, \ | 
1. Becauſe it 1s not juſt, For it ſeems to me very un- 
jaſt ro compel Chrifts Miniſters to do the whole work, 
and then force ther to pay the fifth part of their wages,re- 
ward or maintenancezto them that labour not for it. For, < 


. 1. The Scripture ſaith , That they that miniſter a- | 
bout holy things » live of the things of the Temple ; | 
and that they which waic at the Altar are partakers 
with the Altar ; even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that chey 
which Preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor, 

To live of 9: 335 14* and the Scripture ſaith, Thos ſhalt not muzzle / 
the Goſp.1, the month of the Ox that treadeth out the corne, Dent. 2.5. 4. K 
is to live of which certainly is to be underſtood of Chriſts Miniſters, as r 
tha: maii- the ſame Apoſtle ſhews in 1 (or. 9. 9 10, Now forcing p 
7en4nce I. Chriſts Miniſters to pay fifth parts of their wages or main- 
7 m:ans of © C 
BM livelihood, EEnance> muzzleth the mouth of the Ox that treadeth our y 
F which by the cornes and gives it to thoſe that tread .1t nor out. ; it EE 
Gods 0rdi- takes a Goſpel-maintenance from him that preacheth the K -£ 
pance #%- Goſpel, and givesa fifth part every year (in five years the | 6 
112.21: Whole wages, reward or maintenance) of ir, to him or 
the Goſpel. them that Miniſter nor about boly things, nor wait at & 
Dr. Slater the Altar > nor preach the Goſpel , but are judged bh; 
of Tithes, unfir for thoſe ſervices : which, faith Biſhop Krzg, in C 
PS: 110+ his 33. Leture upon Jonas, pag. 463. is againſt all equiry | 2 
and Conſcience, that Gods Tiches and Offerings ſhould be Fi 
cranſlatedto ſtrangers, that they ſhould eat the material fir 
: bread of the Prophets, that never give food unto the peo» fr; 
238 ple ; that they who ſerve not at the Alcar,ſhould live by ir, * 
f - 2+. *Tis areceived and known truth, that omne benefici- | 
um poſtulat officium : Every Benefice requires 2n office or W-* 
duty thereunto belonging. Conſider the Numb. 18. 21. - ©: 
Behold, 1 have groen (faith God) the tribe of Levi all the | un 
tenth of Iſrael, for an mheritance, for their ſervice of the 3 wi 


Tabernacle of the Congregation. See alſo Lak, 19.13, Is it 
1ot unjult that a man able to labour ſhould have a Bene- 
fice, 
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ce, & yet donothing for ic ? was not this one reaſon why 
Plaralicies were ſo much decried , becauſe Pluralilts did 


reap the profits of two or three Benefices, but yet did nor 
do the office or duty, or work belonging to them, and for 
which choſe Benefices were given ? I rrow (faith Mr. ?#:- 
hamſon, \n the 11. pag. of his diſcovery of Charity miſta-' 
ken) if a faithful Caprain, Steward ar Embaſſadour, ſhould 
be forced to pay a full fifth part of. his pay or ſalary, to the 
Captains, Stewards, Embaſladours wife or children, that 
hath been juſtly caſheered or diſplaced for inſufficiency 


ſcandal or delinquency, he would nor like ir very well; 


but complain and cry our, Injuſtice, injuſtice ; eſpecially if 
he ſhould be compelled to do the whole office or duty of a 
Captain, Steward or Embaſladour, ſeeing omne Officiuns po> 


ſfulat beneficium, every Office requires the benetice there- 
unto belonging. And what, is 1c juſtice ro compel poor 


plundred Miniſters (whoſe' work is double to whar it was, 


and whoſe wages are leſs then they were to their prede- 
ceſſors) ro doall the duties belonging to their Office ; and 
yet force them to pay the fifth part of the profits, benefits 
or wages thereunto belonging ( whether they can get 
them or hor) to then or theirs, who perform not the Of- 


fice, burtare judged unable, or unfit to do it ? 


3. Tithes are by the Law of God due (if ro any) only to 


the Miniſters of Chriſt, who are his Stewards, and Em- 
baſſadours, andin his iead : for tithes were at firlt paid to 
Chriſt, as the learned ſhew upon. Ger. 14. 19, 20. for 
Melchizedech was (if not Chriſt himſelf) a type of Chrift, 
as the Apoſile ſhews, Heb. 7.1, 2. and Chrilt received 
tithes of Abraham in Melchizedech, as may be gathered 
from Heb. 7.6» $, But he whoſe deſcent as God or man, 
15 not counted from them, (;,) from the Levites, received 
tithes of Abrahamver.7,And here men that receive tithes 
die : bur there he received them,of whom it is witneſſed, 
* tharheliveth, ver. 8. Now of whom can this be better 
> underſtood then of Chriſt ? for of Chriſt ic is frequently 
; witneſſed, that he liverh for 
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Rev. 4.9,10 But of c F{elchizedech (except he were Chrilt) there is 116. 
Rev. 5-14. mention made, but in the Ge. 14. atid in the Pſa/. 1 16. 
Iſa. 9.6. before the Apoſlle (who ſpeaks thus) made mention of 
hims in his Epilile to the Hebrews.Now it neither of thoſe 
two places of Scripture is it witneſſed) that he lives for e- 
ver, and therefore why are they not to be underſtood li-' 
terally of Chriſt, of whom ir is often ſa1d, That he liverch 
forever? And ſo Mr, Vaal (or whoſoever was the Au- 
; thor of that liccle Books called Not: me tangere, or a thing 
mm ro be thought on, Printed for F. S. 1642. pag. 15.) ex- 
k, Heb. 7.8. pounds the place. He liveth for ever : of which rext 
$2 - this (ſaith he) is the meaning. Tithes are not a Levitical 
; and mutable maintenance, but the eternal maintenance of 
'q Gods ſervice, uſed before the Law, when the Prieſthood 
| was in the father of the family, for the provifion of ſactie 
j E Gen,z$.20 fices, according to the intent of Jacobs vow ; ſtated on 
ql (not firſt invented for) Lev:, duting Lev:'s ſervice : but 
[| VF when the bedy came, which was Chriſt, Lev: with all his 
| ; typical ſervice, was to be aboliſhed j then ceaſed not the 
| tithes in right (though in praQtice, by reaſon of the Paga«= 
niſm of Princes, in whoſe Dominions the Chriſtian faith 


4 ; | . » 

'F | ſprang up, they were not paid in the Church) but were 
F rransferred co Chrilt, and his Servants and Miniſters, to be 
; their maintenance) as long as Chriſt ſhall live, which is 


for ever. Thus he, Burif the words (he liveth for ever) 
are to be underſtood of Melchizedech (as ſome I confels 
underſtand them) yer he beinga rype of Chriſt, and in 
Chriſts Read, he received them in Chritts right; as the 
learned Dr, Reynolds hath long ſince obſerved upon Þſal. 
7h ITO» page 473+ There was (ſaith he) never any type of 
1. Chriſt, as a Prieſt, bur he received tithes, and chat nor in 
the right of any thing in himſelf, but meerly in the virtue 
of his typical. Office ; ſo char originally they did mani- {; 
felily pertain to rhat principal Prieſt, whom they repre- + 
ſented, whoſe perſonal Prieſthood is ſtandings unalterable 
1 | andeternal: and therefore the rights thereunto belong- 2? 
#1 ing are ſuch roo, Now though Chriſt bein heaven in his 2 
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body, yet he is on earthin his Miniftry, and in the'difper 
fation of the virtue of his ſacrifice;and the Minilters of the 
Gofpel are in his ftead» 2 (vr. 5. 20. and ought to be re- 
ceived as Chriſt himſelf, Gal, 4. 14. and muſt be honoured 
with double honour, 1Tim.5.17.(and therefore ſhould not .. 
be rendred deſpicatle, by raking away a fifth part of that 
maintenance which Chriſt their Maſter hath Ordained for 
them.) To lay all cogether in a view (as he there ſpeaks :) 
In as much as all the types of Chrilt as Prieſts, have recei- 
ved tithes as due and in as much as that right was not 
orounded upon any thing in or from themſelves, bur upon 
their typical Office, and ſo did originally pertain to the 
principal Prieft , waom they typified ; and in as much 
as his perſon and Office is eternal, and therefore ſuch are 
all the amexa and dues thereof and inaſmuch as he hath $So ſaith alſo 
no where diſpenſed wich, denyed, or refuſed; or revoked 5 Henry 
this right,” which from him as the principal, all his types —_— =g 
ever enjoyed : and laſtly, inaſmuch as he hath left co che j,; EE 
Miniſters of his word the diſpenſation of his ſacrifice, and work of 
made them his Embaſſadours ., -and in his ſtead to the Tithcs. 
Chiitch, to ſer forth him ctucified in his Ordinances y' for 
my part (ſaith he) Ido nor ſee why to them in the name 
and right of their Maſter, thoſe. rights ſhould nor be dues 
which were manifelily in his types, and of which himſelf 
hath nowhete in his word declared any revocation. 

Objef. But ſome happily will-yer ſay, that this uſe of Opjeft, 
tything did atiſe out of rhe. Levitical Law, and ſo.ended 
with it. | 
To which I anſwer (with-Sir Hexry Spelman) that eA- Sol, 
braham and Jacob yraQtiſed it divers hundred years before Pag. 3. de 
It came to the Levites, For it 1s ſaid, That Abraham nar ee —oo 
eave tithe to Melchizedechs; Gey..14. 20. and that. Levi Tr if 
himſelfpaid rithe alſo inthe loyns of Abraham, Heb. 7. 9, 
Melchizedech was (faith he) the image of Chit and his' 
Church, and Abraham of the Congregation of the faichful. 
Therefore though Lev received rithes afterwardby a/par- 
ticular grant from God) forthe time; yer now-he-paid them 
2enee 
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generally with the Congregation in the loynes'of Abyqs 
ham unto the Prieſthood of Chriſt, here perſonated by 
Melchizedech; which being perpetual and an image of this 
of the Goſpel, may well nore unto us, that this duty of 
tithe ought alſo to be perpetual. And therefore Chryſo- 
ftome ſaichs That Abraham was herein Our Tutor, nor the 
Tutor of the Jewes only : and inaſmuch as Abraham paid 
tithes not to a Prieſt that offered a Levitical ſacrifice of 
Bullocks or Goats, but to a Prieſt that gave the Elements 
of the Sacrament of the Goſpel, Bread and Wine, Gez. 14. 
18. icmayalſo well intimate unto us, to what kinde of 
Prieſts we are to pay our tithes, namely, to them that mi- 
niſter unto us the Sacrament of Bread and Wine ; which 
are only thoſe of the Goſpel;& not the Levitical Prieſts.So 
that our tiche paid in this kind, cannor be ſaid to be Leviti- 
cal ; as alſofor that the Levirical tithes were only of things 
renewing and encreaſing, Levit. 37 30» 31. but Abra- 
ham paid them ofall, as if he had followed the Command- 
ment of the Lord given long after by the Apolile, Let him 
. that ts taught communicate to him that teacheth him, in all his 
goods, or in all good things, Gal. 6. 6. Now then Ipray 
conſider, what Mr. W:ill:amſon in the pag. I 1. of his diſco= 
very of Charity miſtaken, inferreth from theſe premiſes : 
Then ir follows (ſaith he) that they rob Chriſt, that detain 
or take away ſuch dues from his Miniſters, For robbing 
of Chriſts Minitſters, is robbing of Chriſt, al. 3, 8. Will a 
man rob his Gods ? yet ye have robbed me:but ye ſay Wherein 
have we robbed thee? in tithes and offerings. Is this juſt 
(fairh he) ro force Chriſts Miniſters to diſcharge or per- 
form the Office, and then compel them to pay the fifth pare 
of their maintenance,which Chriſt hath ordained for them, 
and given to them, Namb. 18. 21, to thoſe that are nor 
Chrifts Miniſters, who neither rule well, nor labour in the 
Word and Doatrine ? *tis as 1f he had ſaid, Ir is very un- 
' Juſt ; and unjuſt aRions are: not warrantable upon 
any pretence whatſoever. Many there are ( faith a 
reverend Divine ) who love the Miniſters reward , 
but 


but care not for the wu : Gow they ſeek, Ops they 
ſhun ; whocover rather the Churches Goods, than the 
Churches good ; which to receive and never labour for, is 
horrible injuſtice, (1c being a reward of right belonging 

- Only to ſuch as labour) as «our Saviour ſheweth, when he. 
ſaith T he Iaboarer 1s worthy of his hire, Stipendia eccleſia- 
Fica accipiat, ſed qui eccleſia militat ; metat & colligat, ſed 
gut ſpargit, ſaith Eſpencens in 2 Tim.2.p-24. Let none take 
the ſtipend of.-the Church ,'bur he that warreth in the 
Church ; let none reap and gather,bur he which ſoweth; ler > 
none feed of the flockybur he which feedeth the flock, The 

milk then of the flock is due to him that by preaching 

feedeth the flock, and not otherwiſe, 1 Cor. 9.10,11. | 

Abraham's a& was voluntary, which he might have lefr Objett. 

«undone without fin ; for there was no injunction or com= 

mand from God for it : and therefore *tis ſaid, That he 

gave tithes, not pad tithes to eMelchizedech, Gen. 1 4+ 20. 

and Abraham Gave him tithe of all, So in Heb, 7. 4. he 

Gave the tenth of the ſpoils, Anſw. 
- To this Tanſwer thus : 

I. That Abraham's a& of giving tithes to e Melchize- 


- dech was voluntary, if by voluntary you mean willing : for 


oly ; and 
therefore 1t 1s recorded of him, that he gavetithes of all, prov. 6. 9. 
and ſo being the father of the faithful, he is a good patern Honovr God 
for all chem to follow, that will be call=d, & approve them- with thy 
ſelves to be his children. If men, yea; thoſe that would / _—_— 
be accounted Saints, would volunrarily imirare father A- ;;,f of thy 
braham in his chearful and full payment of the tithes of increaſe. 
the beſt * to the Melchizedechian Minitters of Chriſt, we *Th* v#tzz, 
ſhould have no Diſputes, nor complaints about tithes. He NY 
paid tithes chearfully, and therefore is ſaid ro give: he paid thus, rv: 
riches fully, therefore is ſaid co pay all : he pid of the beſts mas dedir 


Abraham paid tithes willingly, and not grudging 


' and therefore is ſaid topay of the chiefeft ſpoyls. de przecipu-- 


iS; &'tpoJt- 
1ie, properly ſignifies the chief parts, or top of the beap. 


2. eAbraham's payment of tyrhes of all to @Melchize- 


dech, 


ET EGEA 


| ($) 
They m1y dech,was not voluntary, as voluntary is oppoſed to enjoy - 
Juſt'y fear ned duty; for ſo ir wouid be bur of courtehie,and nor of du» 
ey, 7? ry: for fo voluntary giving would nor reſtifie inferioriry in 
Cain's Abraham, and ſuperiocity 1n Melchizedech : no yoluntar 
brood, r4- payments except of duty,is teflimony of inferiority. F A- 
xs _ "? braham”s payment of tythes to Melchizedech, was teliimo- 
46. ie .ny of infer10r ity ro Melchizedech "2 therefore Abrahams 
who pay Payment of tyrhes co Melchizedech,was of duty,and not of 
tithes of the arbicrary courcelie. For the, proof that g Abraham's pay- 
w-rſt, y ment of ryches of all,'ro Melchizeacch rhe Prieft of the 
proven al, moſt high God, was not of meer courteſie, but of enjoyned 
* Rom. x3. duty, take theſe reaſons. 


55 6, 1, Becauſe his payment was tefiimony of his inferio- 

*Heb,7. rity £0 Melchizedechs as 1s clear Heb. 7.4. Now conſfi- 

elidh fi6er how great this man (5. e. Melchizedech) was, unto 
whom the Patriarch e Abraham : gave the tenth of the 
ſpoyl. 


2. Melchizedech's taking of tythes of Abrahams, 1s ut- 
oed by the Apoſtle as regimony of his ſuperioricy to Levrz 
who was in Abrahams loyns, Heb. 7. 8, 9. And here men 
that dye receive tythes ; but there: he receiveth them, of 
whom it is wirneſſed, that he liveth : and as-I may ſo ſay, 
Levi alſo, who receiverh tythess/paid tythes in eAbra» 
ham ; for he was yet in the loyns of his father, when Mel- 
chizedech met him. A tythe-taker, that: is, a Prieſt of 
whom it is teſtified rhar he lives, 1s greater then a rythe- 
taker thar dyes and pays tythes : bur elchizedech (or if 
you will,the Prieſt after his order)1s a tythe-taker of whom 
ir*; teſtified that he lives ; and Lewy is a tythe-raker, that 
dyes and pays tythes : therefore Melchizedech (or the 
P;ieſt afrer his order) is greater then Levi, who died and 
paid ryches. "The Major isthe Apoliles medinm or Argu- 
ment : the minor is clexr in ver. 9, Levi paid tythes while 

* he was in the loyns of his father Abraham. _ 

2. *Tis ſaid > That c Melchizedech ryrhed Abraham 
Heb. 5.6. JeIoaTurR Tv *ACpadu, decimavit Abrahamums 
he tythed eAbraham : yea, in the ver, g. *tis-ſaid, That he 

tythed 


= 


Ts 


ot 9 

cythed Low: himſelf z where we reade the ſame wordin the 
Original, Si0txa7wre, deermatin eft;hie decimated him. *Tis 
a phraſe that looſerh-its emphaſis, if no injunRion had 
fob je&ted Abrahamto a necellity of being tyrhed. Ir im- 
porrs a jult right in e Afe/chizedech to take tythes ; there- 
fore a debitums, debt or duty in Abrahamto pay them. 

4+ *'Tis obſervable, char though'ir be ſaid in the ver. 4. 
that Abraham Cave tythes of all ; yer *ris ſaid in verſe g. 
that Levi Paid tythesin Abraham: by which it is manifeſt, 41d ſothe 
that Abraham's giving, was paying of tythes. So then, /** _ X 
Melchizedech had a * right to tythe, to take tythes of A- (1, RT 
braham, and in Abraham of Lew ; and g Abraham was nies 
bound in duty to pay tythes to « Melchizedec, which he did r4ym 3u 
in obedience to Gods command, and in teſtimony of his *7&Mer. 
chankfulneſs ro God, who had bleſſed him, . Yea, 'tis ob- of al eaſe 
ſervable, that the word in the Original, which in the ver. ,g.7; Ia 
2. is tranſlated, He gave tythes, is i#p/ow, he divided the payment 
tythe of all. Y/:de Nettles of tythes, pag. 22. was of duty 

5 In the Apoiles Lyogick, a Prielt and a receiver of * $9 Cal- 
rythes are equipollents. For inſtead of ſaying men that dye Ge, 7 4.18 
are Prielts, he ſaith, Men that dyed receive tythes ; in- Melchize- 
ſtead of ſaying, He thar lives is a Prieſt, he ſays, He thar dec facer- 
lives takes tythes : as if in his judgement, tythes and _—_ — 
Prieſthood were as inſeparable , as Kingdome and Tri- j,. 71: 
bute, Heb.7. 8. Rom. 13.5 6, As tribute to Kingdom ; & decimas 
ſo rythes to Prieſthood are inſeparable ; Saith Dr. Sclatey recepir. 


"of rythes. Objed, 


But there was ne precept for Abraham's payment of 


| tythes to Melchiſedec, Anſw. 


Though there be none expreſſed in ſo many letters, yer 
doubtleſly he had a command for it,as well as Abe/for of- 
fering a ſacrifice, and of the beſt unto the Lord, though 
none be expreſſed. For *ris ſaid, that Fel offered by faith 
a more excellent ſacrifice unto God, then Cain, Heb.I1. 
4- andfaith preſuppoſeth a precept either virtual or for- 
mal expreſſed or implied. For whatſoever ts not of faith is 
ſin; Rom. 14. 23, 

| » C But 


| FS * 
Lo 
But whatI pray-muſt there bs a cofriman1 for payment 
of tythes, and not for other things of the ſame nature ? 


What command 1s there expreſled that «C Melchizedec 


ſhould rake upon him the function of Prieſthood > Whar 
preceptis there expreſſed for Cains and Abels ſacrificing to 
che Lord ? What precept had the Apoſtles and Saints to 
ſanEtifie the firſt day ofthe week) & alter the Sabbath day ? 

If eAbraham had no injunQtion to pay tythes, how 
came he to pitch upon the tenth,and not upon the ninth or 
eleventh part ? Nature di&tared to him, that as ſome parr 
of time ſhould be ſer apart for Gods worſhip : ſo ſome 


part of his goods ſhauld be ſer apart for the upholding 


and maintaining of Gods worſhip : bur as the ſeventh part 
of his time, ſo thetenth part of his goods was determined 
and enjoyned by ſpecial dire&tion from God. Now that 
God had ſer apart the tenth patr, for the maintaining of 
his own ſervice and ſervants before the Levicical Law, me 
thinks that expreſſion ſhews it» in. Levit. 27. 30. Ut ts 


See $, Hen. the Lords, not, it ſhall be the Lords, as if it were a thing 
Spel. Lager now firſt decreed ; bur here he ſpeaketh as of an ancienr 


Treatiſe of 
1ythes, cap 


24.P.103« 


right, which-God challengethin mens tyches, and which 
he aſſigned over tothe Levites, when he promiſed to be 
their portion, Numb, 18. 20, 21. And ſo the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks afrer the ſame manner, in 1 Cor. g. 14. So hath the- 


Lord ordained, that they that preach the Goſpel, ſhould liwe- 


of the Goſpel : he ſpeaketh there of a law God had made 
of old, long before that time he wrote tothe Corimthians.. 
For he ſaith in the 14. ver. £70 xaÞ4 wes Iri7aQs, SO alſo 
hath the Lord Ordained, that they that preach the Goſpel,. 
ſhould live of the Goſpel. He ſpeaks with reference to 
maintenance of the Miniſters of the Law :as the Lord or- 
dained a certain-mamtenance for them ſo alſo he hath 
ordained (he doth not ſay, ſo deth the Lord ordain) bur he 
hath ordained that they that preach the Goſpel;fhould hve: 
of the Goſpel. He ſaith, Shall live ofthe Goſpel.He ſpeaks: 
of an Ordinance of long ſtanding, and nor ro commence 
or begin from that very time, bur long before:where —_ 

. polile. 


| "I Ix } 

poſle comparing the Prictond of both Teftaments toge= 
cher, ſaich, Thar che right of livelihood is as due to the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, as it is to the Miniſters of the 
Law ; Both of them being grounded upon moral reaſons, 
ſupport of Gods worſhip, and recompence and mainre- 
nance for his Miniſtersſervice: which provesthat if rythes 
were due tothe Lev;eesfor their ſervice, even the ſervice 
of the Tabernacle of che Congregation; as- appears rhey 
were, in N#mb.18.22. then they are upon the ſame ac- Reade D;, 
count due alſo tothe Minilters of the Goſpel, who preach OO of 
the Goſpel, and labour in the Word and DoEtrine. CADRE i 

Bur if Tythes are due to Chriſts Miniſters in their Ma- Objett. 
ſters right by any perpetual Law, then they are enjoyned 
in the moral Law. Now, I'pray in what: Commandment 
are they enjoyned ? Fa | 

As they are an honouring of God) ſo they are commant- An. 
ded in the firſt Commandment :-as they tend tothe pre- 
ſervation of Gods: worſhip, ſo in ths ſecond and fourth 
Commandments : as they are maintenance: of- the perſons: . 
of Chriſts Miniſters, ſo in the fifth Conmandmenr; being 
part of that honour due' ro-them as ſpiritual Parents ': as 
means toenable them to do good to thoſe of their own 
Families, the Church of God, and others, and to preſerve 
chem from fin ; ſothey are commanded ih; the -fixth; eighth 
and tenth Commandments. | 

Yea, bur tythes are nor expreſly i» terminis commanded Objef, 
in the Decalogue. Et 

What though ? is nothing commanded in the ten Com- _4,;,, 
mandments or forbidden, bur choſe: things that are expreſ- 
ly named in them ? In which Commandment 1s ſobriery or 
tribute to Ceſar expreſly- named ? In what Command- 
ment1s inceſt or ſacriledge forbidden ? | 

God hath explained himſelf,and manifeſted his will, con- Rep/. 
cerning thethings: commanded and forbidden in the moral 
Layy, in otherplaces of 'Seripture; as-again(t{acriledge, in 
Joſhi 6.196 compared with Joſh. 7.7 11/1125 15, 21,25, 
Mal. 3.8, 9; Atts 5.:frontn.to 12. {6 againlt incelt, 1n 

= | C2 | Levi. 


L:(w. 


a Jac pb 
Levit. 18, and in Mat. 14- and in 1 Cor. 5. 1 25 3oÞ50 
cc 

So hath che Lord explained his minde and will in the 


- Dzcalogue concerning tyrthes,(which are part of his Mini- 


{ters maincenance) in other places of Scripture, as in Lev. 


| 27. 30, 31> 32> 33+. andin Numb. t8.20, 21, Mal. 3.8,9. 


at. 23. 23. I Cor. g. 75,8595 10,11, 12,13, I4. Gal. 
6.6. 1 Tim. 5. 179, 183 &'c, From which places of Scri- 
pture Door Sclater thus argueth : If there be a portion 
ro be ſet out unto God and his Miniſters our of all, and e- 
very one of the temporal goocis of every one inſtructed, 
and no certain portion to be found in Scriptvre bur-tyrhes, 
then are tythes allotted by Gods Word to Minilters for 
their ſervice, But there 1s a portion to be {et out unto 
God and his Miniſters, out of all the temporal goods of e- 
very one inſtructed, and no other certainty mentioned in 
Scripture : Therefore tythes are the portion alotred by 
Gods Word to Miniſters for their ſervice. The conſe- 
quence depends upon this ground, that ſome certainty of 
maintenance is alottedto Miniſters of the Goſpel for their 
= \tce: and for proof of this ground, conſider theſe 
things. 

x. God alotted a certainty unto Lewires for their ſer- 
vice>-Num.18.20,21. Ard therefore I concetve it very 1im- 
probable that he would leave the Minitters of his Goſpel to 
an indeterminate competency; eſpecially x, knowing, that 
as the world grew elder, the charity of men would grow 
colder, Mat.24.1 2. andallo 2, knowing the initability of 
mens affe&ions,who will one day be ready to p::ll out their 
own eyes to do the Miniſters of his Goſpel good& ſudden- 
ly after, upon ſome ſmall diſtaſte, (bur refuting of their er- 
rours, or reproving of their fins) be ready to pull our the 
throats of their Miniſters, whotell them the truthy/Gal. 4. 
I $216. Mar.6, 17,1819,20527- and alſo 3. knowing that 
the laſt times would be dangerous times, that men would 
be lovers of themſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſ- 
phemers, diſobedient , to parents , unthankful , qzss 4 
Wit 


wichout natural affeRion:truce-breakers,falſe accuſers;in- 
continenrfierce,deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, traytors, 
heady-bhigh-minded-lovers of pleaſures more then lovers of 
God ; having a form of godlinefs, but denying the'power 
thereof : Thar there would be ſuch as would creep into 
houſes, and lead captive filly women laden with fins, and 
led away with divers l:fts, who reſiſt the truth, and make 
difſention between Paſtor and People ; and oppoſe the 
molt fairhful Miniſters of Chriſt, as Janes and Jambres, 
Pharaohs Sorcerers, withſtood Moſes and Aaron. 

* 2. God was very exact in preſcribing all things neceſſa- 
ry about the old Tabernacle, even to the Befom and Aſh- 
pan , every pin thereunto. belonging ;. and therefore ir 
ſeems to me molt probable, that if God had intended that 
che Law for a certain maintenance for his Miniſters abour 
holy things, ſhould not have continued in force, he would 
have expreſly named ſome other certain maintenance in- 
Nead of it, it being ſo neceſlary to the maintenance of his 
ſervice : and therefore I conceive he did not name tythes, 
becauſe he knew he had long before made ſufficient provi- 
fion for his Miniſters ; and that he named no new certain 
maintenance, he intended the old Laws for tythes, and 
things conſecrated to the upholding of his ſervice, ſhould 
ſtill ſtand and remain in force : and for this reaſon I con- 
ceive,doth the Apoſtle argue for maintenance for the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, from thoſe very principles or Scri- 
ptures that God preſcribed in the Law, and by which the 
Miniſters of the Law did and might argue for their mainte- 
nances 1 Cor, 9. 14. 1Tim. $.18. 

3. If there be no certainty in this kinde preſcribed in 
Scripture, how will you that profeſs your ſelves to be be- 
lievers, give-unto God the things that are Gods ? how will 
you with faithful Abraham be able in faith ro divide or 
ſet out to God his part, and ſay in faith you have given un- 
ro God that which he requireth of your goods ? for donbt- 
leſly God hath reſerved his ſanQtified portion;even in Chri- 


ſatis poſſeſſions as well as in Jewes z. for ſure that of So- 
lomos 


lowon concerns us as well as them, prov. 3. g. Honour the 
Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt fruuss(or, as ſome 
read the words) with the chief of thy mcreaſe. And ifthe 
Chrifians had not believed 1c, they would not have ſold 
their poſſeſſions, and brought them, and laid them down ar 
the Apoliles feets as we:read they did in times of perſecu- 
tion, Afts 4+. 34> 35+ and had icnot beena fin to have 
kept back part of rheir goods ſo given, God would not 
have ſmitten eAnarnras and his wite with ſudden death for 
committing of it, CAtts 5. 2» 5y 10» But who ſhall de- 
rermine the Lords portion » 1t not the Lord of all the 
world himſelf ? 

The Magiſtrates determination ſhall in this point be 
the rule of our faith, ſay ſome. 

I thought that the word of God had been the only rule 
of faith, and of pra&ice roo, Bur how can you prove that 
God hath made Magiſtrates his carvers? What if Magi- 
ſtrares make no proviſions as hath befallen many ſtares of 
the Church ? Suppoſe Magiſtrates ſhould prove fſactile- 
giouſly rapinous, and do as Julian the Apoſtate did, ſeize 
upon the maincenance which God had alorted and {tirred 
up piouſly-minded men to give for the maintenance of 
Gods ſervice, who endeavoured thereby not only. tode- 


roy Presbyters, Miniſters. bur alſo Presbytery. Miniſtry it. 
ſelf? You are not ſure that no enemies of Chirſt and his. 


Miniſters ſhall be made Magiſtrates. You ſee by experi- 
ence what men the ——_y of people would chooſe, if 
they might: and what if the chief Magiſtrate ſhould refuſe 


the godly wiſe, and be ruled by the wicked ;- would not 


your rule of faith, in this particular,. be broughr/'to a fair 


paſs ? would not CMicah's penſions ten ſhekles of flyer by- 


the year, a ſuit of apparel, and victuals, be a-large compe- 
rencys.yeaz liberal maintenance ?-Juag. 17, to. or would 
not jeroboam's wicked policy be praQtiled, T1 King. 1333, 
yea,perverted? as he made Prieſts of the lowelt ofthe peo- 
ple,would not thePrieſts be made the loyvelt of the people? 


Or would not you - your ſelves be judges of the Lords por-. 


tions 
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cion,atd his Muuſters np ? This is that too many 
wonld have, elſe certainly they would not labour to alrer 
the Magittrares determination already mades and deny o- 
bedience to Magitirates Laws gronnded upon, and accor- 
ding to the word of God. Thus for the Major : the Minor 
as co the firſt part of it, (s.) That there. is a part of our 
goods to beer our for God and his Minifters, is clear in 
x (or. 9. 11,14. Gal, 6. 6. andasto the other part of it, 
thac no other certain decermined portion for their mainte- 
nance 15 £0 be found, (Imean, ſaith the learned Door) 


, Which hath nor apparent fignification of ſomething pecu- 


lar co the ſtate of people under Lev as firit-fruics, ſhare 

of other ſacrifices, will appear ro any man thar will be 

pleaſed roenter induction of particulars. And therefore, 

me thinks, I may ſafely conclude, thar tythes are that por- Se? S.Hen. 

tion alorced ro Gods Minitters by the wordof God. Brief- 7 orgs as 

ly thus, to ſum the Argument. y 3.pag = 
A certain determined portion of our goods is due to ” 

God, and (from him) co is Minitters : either rythes are 

that portion, or ſomerhingelſe : not any thing elſe named. 

In Scripture, Ergo, tythes arethat certain and determined 

portion ; and then it follows that tythes are commanded 

in 1 Cor. 9. 14, Gal. 6.6. 1 Tim. 5.17, 18. Much more 

might be ſaid of the Divine righe of tythes ; but more I 

have ſaid, chen I firſt intended. He that is nor ſatished 

wich rtis little, may have recourſe to Sir Henry Spelman, de 

non temerandis eccleſizs » and” his larger Treatiſe of tythes, 

put farth by Mr. Stephens, and Sir James Sempel of Sacti- 

ledge, Dr. Sclater of the Miniſters portion, Biſhop Carle- _— by 

ron, and Mountagwe, Dr. Tilefleyand Mr. Nertles of tyrhes> gpl 

and they will tell you, char the deraining or alienaring of ar the go/- 

things ſeparate from common uſe, or of things hallowed or de Lyon in- 

conſecrated unto holy uſes, is ſacriledge. So Dr. Sclater 57; Fauls 

"-" . ' . u: C11 

of Miniſters portions pag. 39 40 41. and Mr. Nettles in |, 

the pag. 180. of his anſwer to the Jewiſh part-of Mr. Sel- 

den's Hiftory of tythes, ſaith, Thar ſacriledge is a general 

and bewinding fin, faRof evil conſcience, and of | 

: TLLOUS : 
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rilous: and pernicious conſequence : it.robs God, it robs 
man ; the living» the dead; them that are yer unborn, The 
living Paſtor, and People ; the Paſtor of his portion, the 
People of the food of their ſouls ; the dead, Patrons, Foun= 
ders, and BenefaQors,of their honour and honourable me- 
mories-who have in their times over and above tythes,our 
of the bounty and zeal of their hearts, given many great 
and rich endowments tothe Church,and dedicated them to 


ſacred uſes ; yeas they rob them thar are yet unborn, to _ 


wit, poſterity and ſucceeding ages, which have a right in 
theſe things. Nam dicata rehgion juris divint ſunt, non 
haman , things dedicated to Religion, are of Divine not 
humane right, Read and confider what Mr, Scudder 
(that plain, and pious» and faithful Divine) faith in his 
Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, preached Oltober 
30. 1644+ pag, 20. Sacriledge lyeth fill as a fin upon this 
Land (which draweth down Gods rods upon us =—=) and 
it is not poſſible for the Law of man to take away that 
maintenance, that hath been deſigned , and yer is paid for 
the maintenance of the worſhip of God, it making no 0+ 
ther ſufficient maintenance for the Church in the place 
theteof : fith they (he means tythes) are paidfor the main- 
rtenance of the Miniſtry, and yet taken from them, and Gi- 
ven to thoſe that do Not Miniſter in the Word and Do- 
datrine ; this can be nothing elſe bur robbing of God, and 


a great ſacriledge, for which God hath a controverke with . 


this Land : oh donot continue it, much leſs encreaſe ir. 
Tythes and Glebes were from the very firſt foundation of 
them dedicated to the Miniſtry of the Word, and original- 
ly entayled even by God himſelfupon his Miniſters, Nm. 
18.21. and therefore neither the Pope, nor Heyry the 
eighth, nor any man, can cut off an entayl which God hath 
ratified, ſaith Dr. Smith,upon Levit. 27. 4+ 

*Tis not Legal to compel poor plundred Miniſters to 
pay Fifths, &c. Things may be legal, though nor juſt. 
For they may be lawful by mans Law, and yer contrary 


unto Gods Law, as Idolatry, Uſury, &'c. are, But _ I 
ay» 
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nor of man for it ; but rather both are againtit it. 
I. There is no Law of God for it. For there is nei- 


ther precept, nor preſident for it, nor promiſe to ir in 


Gods Word. | 
I. There is no precept for it. For though there be a 


command co relieve the poor, and to diftribuce ro nece(li- | 


ries of the Saints, yet it will nor follow that Chrilts Mini- 
ſers, eſpecially his poor plundred Miniſters, mult pay che 
fifch part of their maintenance, to relieve or maintain ſe- 
queſtred Miniſters, and their wives and children, and-all 
others be exempted from ir : it will only prove thus much, 
that they muſt either give or pay their proportionable 
ſhares cowards the relief of them (1f they be poor indeed) 
as well as co the relief of other poor people. For thole 
general precepts concern others as well as Minilters ; and 
therefore if ir did follow that Chrits Minitters mult either 
of their own accord give, or be forced to pay the fifth of 
their mainrenance to ſequeſtred Minilters, or their wives 
or children rowards their maintenance> then all others too 


muſt eicher voluntarily give, or be compelled co pay the - 


fifth parr of their eſtares rowards their maintenance ; Far 


general precepts concern alland bind all, as much as the poor | 


Minikers of Chriſt, 

2. There 1s no preſident for it in all Gods book : For 
though Solomon ſequeſtred Abiathar the High Prieſt for 
delinquency» from the High-Prieits Office ; yer he did not 
Ordain or Order that godly, faichful and well-affe&ed Za- 
dock;whom he made High-Prieſt in his Geadzand pur in his 


places ſhould pay himor his wife or children a fifth par of ' 


the profits belonging to the High-Prietthood, bur ſent him 
to his owne fields at eAvnathoth, which belonged to him» 
not as High-Prieſt, bur as 4 private perſon of the Tribe of 
Levi, 1 King. 2. 22. Which he might ſell or give away ; as 
Jeremy, who was of the ſame Tribe and City, did, Fer. 3 2. 


of- 


(17). | £5 
ſays That forcing of poor plundred Miniſters to pay fifth - 


parts, &'c. isnor legal. For-there is neicher Lay of God | 


$ 23+ 


89+ and as Barnabas did; e Mts 4.36 37. and by anad - 
D 


(18) 
of grace pardoned him as to his perſonal eſtate, for his for- 
-mer good ſervice to, and ſuffering for and with his father 
David, That wiſe King knew that it' was jult and reaſo- 
nable to give him, and ſuffer him quietly roenjoy the whole 
wages, that did performe the whole work of or belonging to. 
the High-Prieſft. And undoubtedly, if gAbrathar had had 
no real or perſonal eſtate left him;to-have maintained him» 
ſelf, and his wife and-children, yer Solomon, that juſt King) 
would not have forced Z adock. to-have paid-him the fifth pare 
of the profits belonging to the. High-Prieſt;for he knew ic nad 
been #»,uſt, ſacrilegions, unreaſonable and impolitick,: poſſ- 
bly he might have lefc Zadock ro his own voluntary charity, 
and iuffer.d him to have relieved g Abiathar ; which was 
denyed to many charitable Miniſters in time of the. Wars :: 
or elſe have taken ſome equal courle to have relieved him 
and his family, withour robbing of God, or injuring of inno- 
cent Zadock_ and his family, And ſuch a courſe to relieve: 


* 2. That ſequeſtred Miniiters and : heit wives and children, who are- 


there wa — poor and in want, would be acceptable to. God and good 
po ſuffi men-*.. Bur forcing of Chritts Miniſters eſpectally poor 
cieatly de- plundred Minitters, to- pay fifth parts tothe wives and 
mo 1trat'd children of tequettred Miniiters, 1s cofitrary to the holy. 
- 5+ agy word of God, Fo:, | 

the pag. >. 7: It is contrary ro Gods word to take them from 
of his diſc, Chritts Miniiters, that labor for them, and to whom they. 


Charity. do in their Malters righ: belong ( as hath been clearly 


miſtak.a21 ſhewed) and give them to him or them, who labour not for - 


rela 7 chem, and to who they do not 4elong : for 'tis a breach 
cert, mry Of the fifthand eighth Commandments, which ſays Thos 


be ſaid of ſhalt h»nour thy father and thy mother, and, Thou ſhalt*mot 


the promiſe, ſteal, Exod. 20.1» i 5. And to much- Mr, Ley obſerves; . 


of any ſuch 
there were, 


in his diſcharge to Dr, Hydes fifth parts pag. 7. The labowur- 
er (not he - that- labaureth not ) 1s worthy of his hire, Luk. 
Io. 7. he meaneth (faith he) chat he that doth the whole 
work ſhould have the whole wages;-and this'18 as juft, as 
that he rhat hath the whole wages ſhould do the whole 


work, Beſides, tythes and glebes are devored and gwen 
co. 
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eo God and his Church for che - HIOOIRR of his ſervice'; 
and thole things may not by any man'or men be ſo/dor 
redeemed, Levit. 27, 28. nor alienated, Ezck. 48. 14. For 
there is the ſame reaſon of cythes and glebes devoted un- 


- to God, as there 1s of firſt-fruirs : For they are holy unto the 


Lord, (as may be ſeen by comparing the text) which 1s 
che reaſon there given againl(t their alienation, And if any 
yet except, becauſe only firlt-fryirs are there named, they 
may turn back to the 1 2. ver. and there they may read 
char a portion of the Land was tobe offered to the Lord ; 
which ſome conceive to be the fir{t-fruits mentioned in 
ver. 14+. Which are called a» holy oblation, in the 10. verl., 
And ris obſervable that tythes are the Lords, and that if 
any will redeem ought of his rythes, he mult add there- 
untoy and give a fifth part more for them * then they are 
worth, ws 

And 'tis obſervable, that when | oſeph, guided by che Spirit 


of God, gave Pharaoh advice to appoint Officers to take deſi-e of 
up the fifth part of the profits of the land of Eg ypr, in the £9/09%n- 


ſeven plenteous yeers> (z.) to buy them with his own money, 
and lay them up in ſtore to ſupply the wants of the People, 
and preferve them from the Famine in the ſeven yeats of 
ſcarcity, Gen. 41. 34» 35,36. and though he bought all 
che land of Egypr, yet he did nor buy the Prieſts lands ; for 
the Prieſts had a portion aſſigned them of Pharaoh, and 


did eat their portion, which Pharaoh gave them ; where- Gen, 47.2.2 


fore they ſold not 'their Lands. Pharaoh's Prieſts had 
Lands belonging ro them as Prieſts, and therefore are 
—_ called the Prieſts Lands ; and thoſe Lands were not 
fold by themynor bought by Pharaoh; but Pharaoh maintained 
them at his own proper coſts and charges : which (faith Mr. 
Ley, in his learned Notes upon the place) though it make 
not for the Popiſh Opinion, for the exemption of the 
Clergy from the ſecular power, yet it condemns the ?re- 
l:g:on of many (hriftians, who ſhew little reverence or re- 
ſpe&, if nor much #ncharitableneſs or contempt towards the 
Miners of the Goſpel,again{t whom the men of Eg yp: 

| D 2 it 


not take away a fifth part, Levit. 27. 303 henry, 


(20) | 
in the Day of Judgement ſhall riſe up,and condemn them, 
as the men of Nizevehagainſt choſe that regarded not the 
preaching of our Saviour > Mate 12. 41- Pharaoh would 
_+ not rob his gods, nor take 4 fifth part from his ldolatrous 
Hh 27. Prieſts ; bur gave them maintenance out of his own FForey 
pag-769. not of other Priefts, Yea, *tis obſerved, thar even Hea- 
Read alſo tens guided only by the light of nature» did give tythes 
a ng to Hercules, becauſe they were of opinion, that through 
oe IE his favonr their wealth was increaſed, as Dr. f Wille ſhews 
tiſe of out of Platarch ; and ſaith he out of Herodorwsy the Souldi- 
1Yiher, P38: ers of (r4 were by the advice of Craſws fayed from 
NE TOfs ſpoyling the Lydians Cirys that the tythes might firſt be 
bis, ap paid ro Tapiter ; and this 1s one ground why Divines plead 
114, 115, for the Divine right of tythes ro God, becauſe the 1ncreaſe 
116,117, of all cometh from God, Levit. 26. 4+ Yea, he giveth power 
wits »65 to get wealth, Deur. 8. 18. ; 
Read and 2. It binders the Miniſters of the Goſpel in and from 
conſider Ze- doing their duties, which the word of God enjoyns them ; 
nophon's , they ought to live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9.13 14. (that 
FOG H: 1s, of that maintenancezor means of livelihood, thoſe things 
Gary or * temporalties by the Lords Ordinance appertinent to. 
Spel. cap. the Goſpel 3 I. As men: Y. 4s believers * 3. As Ce Mine 
13.of tyth.s ſters , as the learned Dr. Reynolds bath long {ſince well 
moe + obſerved: for though they may poſſibly live as mens yer 
ag _ I am confident of it; it hinders them in /ving as Believers 
ers portzon, imiſrers. 5 
phi IT. _— A : for he that provides not for his own fa- 
| 1pon Pla. 51y> is worſe then an infidel 1 Tims 5. $+ they mult have 
Rs (auh he) by the Goſpel, ſufficient to lay up for thoſe whom 
the law of common humanity, much more of faiths com- 
mands. them to provide for. Now this 15 moſt certains 
thar payment of fifths hinders the Miniſters (eſpecially 
the poor plundred Miniſters) of Chriſt, in and from _ 
ding for their own families, and 1n paying of their de fs 
(neceſſarily contracted tro maintain themſelves and thelr 
families in” rime of the late Wars) and raxes,-t& Armys: 
Poor, &c Py As 
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2. As Miniſters + for as Miniſters they muſt have 'to 
maintain che duries of their calling, a good example of pie- 
ty,charity & hoſpitaliry,that they may confirm by praQtice 
what they teach, I Tm. 3. 2. and the inſtruments of their 
_ calling ; which in a profeſſion of fo vaſt and unlimitted a 
compaſs of learning cannor but be very chargeable. 'Bur 
now forcing of Miniſters (eſpecially plundred Miniſters) to 
ay fifths, arvs chem from living not dnly as believers, 
be alſo as e Miniſters ;- for they cannot pay fifths, and 
oive ſuch good example of piety, charity, and hoſpicalitys 
as they ſhould. might and would give, if they were diſ- 
charged from payment and trouble of fifths. Ir neceſſi- 
tates them (ſaith one) to negleft their Studies, to be abſent 
from thttr Cures, to neglett their own families, to forbear re- 
lieving of thoſe that are poor indeed, and ditributing to the 
neceſſuties of the Saints, and keeping of hoſpitality,and repair- 
ing thoſe dilapidated, yea, rmimated Parſonage and Vica- 
ridge-houſes, into which they were put : it eats up the bread, 
drinks up the drink, conſumes the cloaths, which would be gi- 
ven to Chriſts poor Saints;it devonrs their own childrens porti- 
0ns,& lets down the houſes that would harbour the Saints and 
takes away the money which would be laid out in books, which 

are the Mimnifters tooles, without which he cannot wellwork, 
2. There is no Law of man for forcing of poor plundred 
Miniſters (pardon my often iterating of theſe words poor 
plandred Miniſters, & c. they were the terms in the pro- 
poſition to be proved) to pay fifths tothe ſequeſtred, or ro 
the wives & children of ſequeſtred Minifters, much lefs ro 
the only Child of a Miniſter ſequeſired for ſcardal. For the 
clearing of which, I ſay, That Miniſters have been ſeque- 
fred either for ſcandal, or for Delinquency : if for ſcandal, 
there is neither Att nor Ordinance of Parliament, ro com- 
pel Miniſters to pay fifths ro- them, or rotheir wives or 
children. Time was»when I chought as others have done, 
and it: may be as. ſome yet do, that there, was an Ordi- 
nance of Parliament for it ; bur upon diligent ſearch, I 
ſay, There is none that 1s generah reaching the fequelired: 
in. 
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:in all Counties ; for there is none for Berks, Bucks, Nor- 
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thampton, Oxford, and many other Shices. Bur Iacknow- 
ledge there is a general Ordmance, and I think *cis the ſe- 
cond thar the Parliament made about Sequeſtrations, in 
which there 1s a clauſe allowing the Commuttees then Au- 
thorized, to allow to the wives and children of thoſe that 
ſhall be ſequelired for Delinquency, 4 part of their real and 
perſonal eſtates, upon their petitioning for the ſame ; provi- 
ded it be not above a fifth part of the ſaid ſequeſtred eſtates or 
efFate. Burt now this Ordinance will nor reach Miniſters 
ſpiritual eſtates, wich are annexed to an Office , and belon 
to the Minter that executes that Office, And 1 am conh- 
dent it was not the intention of the Parliament to Autho- 
rize any of their Committees to allow fifth parts our of a- 
ny eſtates anmexed or belonging to any Office, either Civilor 
EccleſiaFtical, For, 

I. The Wives and Childrenof Biſhops, Deans, Pres 
bends, &c. as ſuch, had no fifth parts allowed them out of 
Biſhops, Deans, Prebends eſtates, belonging before Seque- 
{tration to them, as ſuch. For there 1s no proviſion made 
for fifths, in the Ordinance for ſequeſtring of their eſtares 
belonging to them as ſuch,” And'ris well known-that they 
are either ſold or given away ro others, and nothing re- 
ſerved to maintain them) or their wives and children, du- 
ring their lives: Which might with much eaſe and juſtice, and 
without injury to particulars, have been well reſerved, ſeem 
their Office ts put down, and no man put to labogr in their of. 
fice, calling or place, (call it whar you will :) Burt many of 
them have been arbitrarily /et [ooſe upon poor plundred Min 
niſters, put into their ſequeſtred Parſonages andVicariages, 
for fifth parts for their wives and children ; but contrary (I 
believe) ro the intention of the Parliament; to be ſure, of 
the honeſt and cruly godly-wiſe party thereof, For, 

2. Secondly, (as Mr. Ley obſerves) ſuch as have poſleſ- 


ſed Civil Offices» as the Keepers of the Great Seal, Tadpgess: 


Recorders of (ities and Towns. Corporates Heads of Col- 
ledges, Halls, and Hoſpitals in the Univerſities and elſwheres 


and 
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and alſo Military Officers ( Ah poſleſs the places of c4- 
ſheered Commanders) to which might be added many more) 
who have poſlicfled Offices of great profit, which the ſe- 
queſtred or their friends have bought wirh great ſums of 
money, and which they did and might hold by the Laws of 
the Land, as well as ſequeſtred Miniſters theirs, and yer 
they have ot been charged with payment of fifths to their 
predeceflors wives and children » though they'( at leaft : 
{one of them) th:c wete put out, had as much need, and See. Mr. 
they that ſucceeded rhem, had as much means to relieve Meng ot 
them in their wancs as Minitters have ; and for the motit _ = : 
Pa'ts much wor ez aud with leſs trouble, Charity 

3- They promiſed to relieve poor plundred Miniſters, miſtaken, 
and make tiiem ſarzsfat#zon for their lofles ſuſtained by the ox gr 
enemy. for thei” good affettion to the Parliaments and for — of 
whoſe ſakes both they and their friends (many of them) Pa-l.ament 
have been plundred. Now to pur them into Sequeſtratt- i# 1642. 
ons, and compel them to do the whole work, pay all taxes to 
the full ( yea, over-tax them as commonly they are) repair 
* . dilapidated houſes, and pay fifths roo, isnor (God knows) * which is 
the way to relieve them, much: lefs ro make them ſatisfa- 24 excred- 
Zion for their loſſes, bu rather (I will nor ſay as one doh, '7 8'*®? 
ro plunder them more, but) to weaken them, and ſtrengthen ©" - 
their exemies 3 Which would(be —_— ads if ic ſhould be 
continued, - now their friends-.have.:not: only. reafory bur 
full power to relieve them, and releaſe them fromir z andat- 
cer they have. had juch conitanc experience of .the ſeque- 
ftred, their | wiyes: and | childrens: difaffection+ towards 
them, and che preſent Government 'or Governours.' All 
godly Divines bold that lawful and pofible promiſes mult be- 
made goods even tatnemiersand therefore fure.to freends.. 

They put many plundred Minitters into Sequelirationss Oy; 
tO relieve them and make them ſatisfaRion.. !!: (;5q:; | 
.., For ſo doings) I thank: chemi with-my hearts tougne and Sol, 
per ; but leg me cell your thar: they pur many intg;Seques = 
lirations, who were rever plandred. for adheving-re thems 
and ſuch-as, never did any thing -for thems-untilche Riot 
| my, 
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Army was beaten out of the field. And further, the Parli- 
amenr /oſ# not, bur got by putting of godly men into Seque- 
rations : For they much furthered the Parliaments 
Cauſe, by their preaching, praying and praRice ; by infor- 
ming people, and encouraging them. If the Parliament 
had nor thoughtthey could and would do them ſervice in 
their Wars, why I pray did they order that the eAſembly- 
men ſhould (as many of them as would ) repair into their re- 
ſpeftive Counties, to excite the people to take np arms for the 
Parliament againſt the Kings party ? And truly Iam ver 
confident of it, (though many Miniſters be now ſlighted, 
and pur to ſhift for themſelves, yea, /eft to the malice of 
their enemies,and oppreſſed by them from whom they have 
g00d-reaſon to expeR berrer uſage) that had not many of 
thoſe, then plundred, and now deſpiſed Minifters, been ve- 
ry altive and paſſive for the Parliaments Cauſe,many thou- 
ſands had never imbarked in the Parliaments botrom, or 
done half ſo much» as they haves if any thing, for them : 
and then 'cis very probable, that many of rhoſe chat- are 
now were ready to give the faithful and painful Mimfters 
of Jeſu Christ a bit and a knocks and gladly to receive all the 
evil reports that malice it ſelf can rai 7 againſt themzand cen- 
ſure them as very ungrateful and uncharuable men, becauſe 
they will not preſently yield to pay the fifth part of their main- 
tenance, which they hardly labour forto thoſe that would have 
cut their throats if they could (and *tis much to be feared, will 
if they can) and ſuffer their own families to be unbred, 
#nprovided for, .and the poor ſervants of Chrift to ftarve, 
&c. Ifay, If theſe Miniſters. had not done- and ſuffered 
what they dids *is very probable that theſe men that now 
negle& them, had nor fare ſo qwier/y-under own Vines, nor 
had power to-oppreſs & condemn them as they have done, 
and upon all occaſions are ready todo, no nor gotten ſuch 
eſtates themſelves as now. they have. | To ſay nothing of 
what cites have been given to men; ſums of money, houſes, 
lands atid Offices, iwn4 all fifth arts free ; why other men 
ſhould be ſo rewarded, {Which 1 envy nor ) atid poor plun- 
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dred labouring Minſters ſhould b thus upbraided, and uſed 


worſe then Miniſter s preſented by private Patrons ares (ex- 


cepr they are corrupt, or have learned to write after ſome 
Commitree-mens copy) 1 ſee not, except envy to ſee a 
poor plundred labouring Miniſter of Chriſt, ro be in as 
g00d a condition as an idle, ſwearing, Popiſh rotquor, or 
ſcandalous or Deh»quent Minſter was in. Why elſe ſhould 
not a /abouring Minſter of Chriſt have as much encourage- 
ment as an de drone had?and why elſe ſhould nor the Par- 
laments Miniſters be ſetled for their lives,and have the ſame 
priviledges and immunities Which the Kings Mmiſters 
had ? or are the Parliaments Miniſters /eſs deſerving then 
the Kings are ? or are not Parſhtaments Miniſters 1oo. 
Sermons (beſides Expoſitions and Catechifing » and Faſt 
and Thankſgiving Sermons into boot) worth as much as 
the Kings Minitters oze or twozor four, or but uſually twelve 
Sermons in a year»at the molt? 

4+ They declared ro maintain the.good old Laws of the 
Land, of which that againſt Symone is one, and *tis nor 
yet repealed, Now to compel poor plundred Miniſters 
pat into Sequeſtrations tro- pay fifths ro the wives and 
children of ſequeſtred Miniſters,hath (as one obſerves) the 


. materiality, if not the formality of Symone ; eſpecially, if 


the Minitter do voluntarily, and of his own accord yield 
hereunto. And however > it lays a ground-work for 
all private Patrons to precontratt-wuth their Clerks whom 
they preſent, to give or pay a ſumof money, or an yearly 
Penſion to ſome Chamber-maid, kinſwoman, or poor-bo- 
dy, and under the pretext of that pretended charity, take ic 
themſelyes, and I will not ſay, Enſlavethe Miniſtry of Eng- 
land for ever hereafter, Therefore I cannot but conclude, 
it was not the intent of the Parliamentzconſilting of ſo ma- 
ny wiſe and godly men (who in the beginning of their fit- 
ting proteſted to maintain the Laws of the Land, and de- 
clared and promiſed rhat they would ſettle a liberal main- 
renancefor godly and able preaching Miniſters, and to that 
end (as I have heard from knowing men) they reſerved 
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(26) 
Dean and Chapters Lands, to buy in-Impropriations, and 
augment the ſmall maintenance of Miniſters in great 
Towns : yea, though they reſolved upon the ſale of Bi- 
ſhops Lanas and Revenues,in their Ordinance of Novem, 
I 6. 1646. they made aneſpecial exception with reſge# to 
maintenance of Miniſters in theſe. Worc's : Except Parſe 
nages appropriate tythes, tythes appropriate, oblations, oblati= 
ons portions of tythe, Parſonages, Vicarages, Churches,Chap- 
pels, advowſons, donatives, nommation, rights of patronage 
and preſentation. Ifay, I cannor bur conclude (the pre» 


miſes coniidered) that 1t was not the intent of the Parlia- | 


ment, to force Minftersz. eſpecially choſe who were plune 
ared for their ſakes, to pay a fifth part of their maintenance 
ro the wives and children of the ſequelired, who neither 
have, and never hadany juſt right thereunto. And what 
was done that way (1 believe) was done through the ar- 
birra-ineſs of ſome friends to old Malignants , or elſe 
rhronzh the inconiideration of others, who thought rhere 
was an Ordinance of Parliament for 1t ; and dived not into 
the injultice,. iVegality and inconveniences of it, bi.r.only 
looked upon the ipeciors ſhew of Charity rothe wives 
and children of ſequeſtred Miniiters, ordered them fifchs 
from Minilters maintenanc*®. Some Members of Parlia- 
ment (I know ) were peremtory againit Minilters pay- 
ment of fift1s, and would nor act for fifths. 

"Tis not reaſonable to force poor plundred Miniſters to 
pay fifths ro, Fc. For, 

I. Ir ſeemeth ro me very unreaſonable, ro compel one 
man to do the whole work, and force him co pay the fifth 
of his wages to another private man or woman ( as *tis ma=- 
ny Minifte;s caſe to pay 20: /1. or 3o. /. or 4o. ls. per an, 
to a wife, or to one ſon or one daughter of the ſequeltred) 
who l1bour nor for it. ITrrow, if a Miniſter having two 
ſervants, one good, one bad, ſho! 1d compel the good ſervant 
to do all' his works and afterward force him to allow the. 
fifth part of his w2gesto the bad ſervant, who did nor help. 
him in doing his works but rather lected him, and derided 


him. 


(2 

him »:&c. that Miniſter = be evil ſpoken of, and 
thouyhr a vety hard Matter : it may be ſucha buſineſs,with 
ſome orher ſmall matcer, mighr be thought enough ro eje& 
him our of his Office and Benefice. And would it tior be 
thought #»reafonable to take the advantage: of his poverty 
and neceſſuy, as (they ſay) was taken of many poor-gogly 
Minitters, when chey were plundred of all they had, and 
had great charge of wife, children and other friends de- 
p2nding upon them, and poſhibly were neceſficared ro take 
Sequeſtrations upon that wreaſonable condition of paying 
fifths. of cheir wages and maintenance to the wives and 
children: of the ſequeltred , (though there was no Law for 
it) rather then [tarve ; as do many poor men, ſometimes 
borrow money of griping Uſarers, vpontheir hard and un- 
reaſonable condigzons, rather then periſh, or be utterly 
undone 2 And yet. thus is the caſe of many poor plundred 
oodly Minilters : yea» which ſeems rome more unreaſona- 
ble, rhough there were no ſuch condizion of payment of 
fifchs propoſed to them, no nor by the common courſe of 
Committees proceedings abour fifths to Miniſters wives 
and children propoſable to them, yet this burden hath been 
impoſed upon them ſeveral 'years after they tirlt entred 
upon the Sequelirations, and rhough the ſequeſtred quiet- 
ly enjoyed another place or Office of conliderable value, 
and. had. 20. /:. 30. /1. 40/1. 50, {i 1004/1, 200. li. per 
annum of temporal eſtate unſequeſtred, 

2+ It ſeems to me very unreaſonable, to lay the whole 
burden of fifths, and always upon one Minſter, (who -it may 
be bath the greateſt charge, and hath loſt molt by the com- 
mon Enemy) and exempr-the other places ſequeltred from 
the ſame; Miniſter. For ſome, of chem. were ſequeſtred 
from four places : As 1: from.a Deanſhip, or Cannons or 
Prebendſhip : 2. Fcom one Parſonage' or Vicariage : 2. 
from another : And /4.from a conliderable. Headſhip of - 4 
Colledge, or Hall, or Hoſpital; and 'yec the Deanſhips aud 
Cannonſhip (though ng; man be pu inco.ic.to. officiate) 
and Headſhip, and onz.of the-Parſonages» are exempted 
WG ns KS: from 
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CAE 
from payment of fifths, and ovly one-of the ſaid Parſo- 
nages, atthe willof the ſequeſtred, rwo, or three, or four 
years after the ſaid Parſonage was'ſequeſired, and quietly 
enjoyed by a poor plundred Miniſter, forced to pay a full 


gar ap to the wife, yea, to the-only child of him that #: ſe- 


gueſtred from the ſaid fonr places. . 

"5+ It ſeems to me very unreaſonable to force only the 
poor plundred Minitter ro pay a fifth part, to maintain the. 
wife or children, or child of: the ſequeſtred, and exempt all 
others from it. . For if it be a publick-aR of charity, then 
all others in the Land are concerned in it, as well as the 
eMimfer put into the ſequelired Parſonages : if 1t be a 
private a&t of Charity tothem, becauſe the ſequeſtred had 
right ty the Lay of tie Land to the Place, Office or Bene- 
fice ſequeſired, then by rhe ſame -reaſon all other Places, 
Offices or Bemefices ſequeſired from that perſon, or their 
poſleſſours, ſhould pay a fall fifrh part each of them or at 
leaſt contribute their proportionable ſhares towards the. 
raiſing and payment of one fifth part from one of the ſe- 
queſtred Places, Offices or Benefices. 1 

4+ Ir ſeemsro me very unreaſonable ro force a poor 
plundred Miniſter (who haths it may be, ſix, or ſeven, or 
eight, or ten children to breed up, and provide for) to pay 
20. /1. or 301i. or 40. ti, or 50. li. per annum, to the only 
danghter, (and her it may be well married) or ſon of the ſe- 
queſtred, and he 1t may be bound out an Appre»tice roa 
rich Tradeſmans oris well bred up, - and better able ro ger 
his living ther» any of the godly Miniſters children can ; 

_ then the Miniſter himſelf, whoſe father allowed nor 

alf fo much to his Cutate (who did: the whole work) to 
maintain himſelf and his wife and children, and which is 
more by above half then the godly Miniſter can allow to. 
each of his/ix, or ſeven or eight, or nine, or ten children to 
breed them up. But me thinks they might be content 
with 10. /:« per annum (to fit Fill and do nothing, but carp 
at and create trouble to the godly Miniſter, and hinder re- 


» formation ) which was the uſual wages which' many of: 


thoſe - 
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fice, & Bailiffoto gather up the ſequeſtred profits of the Be- 


Y 
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thoſe ſequeſtred Miniſters rei their Curates, for the 
doing of the whole or moſt part of the work, Idonot 
preſcribe this as a flint, bur believe ic might do them good) 
ro try how they could live upon their poor Levites por- 
Uon, l. | 

5. It ſeems tome very unreafonable, to make the plun- 
dred Miniſter the ſequeſtred Miniiters Crates to do his of- 


nefice; yea So/icitoryto gotolaw with a wrangling,conten- 
tious, malignanc people'(it.may be acted by the ſequeſtred 
Miniſter or his agents) for the greateſt part of rhe whole 
tythes, being he came not into the ſequeltred benefice by 
the ſequeared Minitters /eave or apporntment ; and pay him 


more then his Tenant gave him for ir, or then his Bailiff SYS 
made of it before the godly Mimtter was put into it, ſee- ER 
ing he. made no ſuch batgain-with che ſequeſtred, or with "__ 
any. others in bis or his wife or childrens behalf, neither — 


was the ſequeltred Benefice charged or legally chargeable 
with any ſuch payments when the poor plundred Miniſter 
firſt encred upon its it . 

.. 6. Ir. ſeemerh co me very unreaſonable, to rake a fifth 
of the immocent: mans means > maintenance or wagess 
and give it to the off exdxg party and his wife and children, 
eſpecially ſeeing there is no-ſuch maintenance, no nor an 
thing aloetred ( chongh farisfaftion was promiſed) as hat 
been ſhewed)) to: the: innocent , godly , well-affefted 
and poor plundred Miniſter, and his wife and children, © © 48 
when he-1s (without any pretence of 1»ſuſfic;ency of mſcar- __- 
Triage) put ont by the patron, upon the death of the former ſe- ' *- © 
gueſtred MiniSter ; which (faich Mr. Ley ) if it ſhould be 17 his Zpi-* + * 3 
ratified, as the Law of the eMedes and Perfiars, without 4 e _ 2M 
any alteration) may not ſi» ſeem to have a perpetudl privi- et © 
leage, which to 1mocency ſhall never be permitted ? Nc I LI 

7« Ir ſeems to me very unreaſonable, roallow the wives _ 
and children of ſequeſtred Miniſters fifths, while their ha- . '.. / 8 
bavds and fathers are tivings (who have helped tomaintain =» __ 
them theſe many years lait paliy//and may yet, if they _ +212. af 
make - 3 


7; .. - 
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See Mr.Ley make it appear to:ihdetharate appointed Judges in ſuch 
mMatreis> Uthatihey ate tiuly godly) ſeeing there is no ſuch 
main;enance atlowed thems when their husbands and fa- 
thers are geady When they ate. widows and tatherlefs, and 
in want and miſery, more then the 
bands and fachers are altye. - F439 7 Sam 

8. Ir ſeems. to ime very unceaſonble,. to make the main- 
tenance of god/y well-affected e Miners put into Sequelira- 
tions, /eſs ther, ic was tO the ſcandaloms and ul-affetted ſe- 
queſtred Miniſters, cipecially-ſeeing-rhew work is more 
then the orhers was. J1he Apoltle fairhz: That.they that _ 
* aid thy40 [hour in the Word:and Doctrine ſhould be accounted 
worthy. of double beaonr » 1 Tim. 5. 17. Where by honour, 
ſome indeed underitand maintenance and reverence : but 
ce reafon annexed-in the: x8. ver. makes icclear ro be un» 
th:y read deritood of maintenaxce.; for the Scripture: ſaith, T how ſhalt 
not muzzle the ox that treadeth ont the corn. And by dou- 
ble, ſomes underitand large and liberal; but * Dr. Sclater 
thinks that the Apolile by that phraſe of ſpeech, ſends us 
to confider the double f portion of the firſt bprn, into whoſe - 


ia his dilcin. 
ro D Hyd-s 
fijth Parts 
P. 8, 5+ 
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* Dy. Scla- 


ter of Mi- dred Miniſters who labour in the Word and Doctrine, to 
pay the fifth par of their maintenances' leſſens the honour 


niſters porti- 
04,P. 35. 

t Deur.z'. 
T7. 


y are 1n while their huſ- 


room . Levi. was affumed. -,Now:- take - double hononr for 


double maintenance, or double reverence, 'or for both reve- 


rence and maintenance : the forcing of Chrilts poor 


plun- 


and. reſpett that is due unto them zi tor: leflening of cheir 


maintenance, ſoon leſlens peoples: reſpecting and 


reve- 


Num.8.16. rencing, or honouring of rhem ; yea it occafioneth or 


cauleth che Malignant party(who1n molt places are 


made 


or continued;afſeſſors,to the great prejudice of honeſt and 
well-affe&ed,men) ro. oppreſs thetn 'in all other-taxes, of 
purpoſle-to pleaſure har ſequeſtred beloved- Miniſter in 


his fifchs» that a fifch is made a third parts and co repute 
them but as the ſequzſtred Miniſters Curates and Bailiffs, 


and intruders into other mensrights ; yea, it ſaysin effe&' 
the Miniſtezs of Chrilk ſhallhave leſs honours and leſs re- 
verence,and leſs maintenance tzen thoſe thatere not the 


Mini- 


-» 


Miniſters of Chrift had: ir gin effe&, had nor ſome of 
thoſe that wete ſequeſired, two; or three, or four, or five 
places of honour: and profir, andthe godlyipoor plundred 
Miniſter puc inr0a Sequeſtrations would be content with 
ones/and would be glad and thankful, if he might be ſee/ed 
for his life but in one ,, and have the ſame profits and privi- 
ledges which thoſe that were in them before had ? I can- pa x10 p 
nor well paſs by that 990d obſervation of Dr.Reynolds, to ,75, © 
wits that.thoſe who labour ju the-Word and Dittrine, and 

' therein dre Embaſſadours for Chriſtiand ſtand in his Fead, to 
reveal the myſteries, and diſpence the treaſures of his bload 
in his Church, ought to have, by way of homage to (hriſt, and + 
by way of. recompence andretribution to themſelves, a liberal 
maintenance, befirtirg the hoa-ur and dignity of that perſon 
whom they repreſent, and of that ſervice wherein they min- 

fter : and this ( ſaith he ) ts ane to them ont of juſtice, and not 
out of mercy: for their works ſake. 1will nor preſs the ex- 
ample of Hearhens themielves in this dry. for he ny of Phal.r1c.. 
Chriftians. We finde that the Prieſts of Egypt had portions 3 476: 
ont of the Kings own treaſures, that their Lands were fill 
reſerved unto them, though other mens were ſold, Gen: 47. 
22. + And we finde beſides theſe Lands, that they had the 
third part of all yearly tributes and levies, as D ocdorus Si- 
culus tells w. But we will look upon the example of Gods own 
Prieſts and Levites under the Law. Thus ha. + | 

But I argue thus : That the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
ſhould have a more liberal maintenance then the Miniliers' 
of the Law had , becauſe the miniltration of the Go- 
ſpzl is more excellent then the miniſtration of the Law, 

Hebrews $. 6. and more gloriows 2 Corinth, 3. $5'g9. 'tis 

called the miniſt; ation of the ſpirit, ver. 8. and of r1ghteouſ- 

eſs,ver. 9. The Minitters of the Law (ſaith one ) were but © 

butchers to the eMmniſters of the Goſpel ; their labour was Eccle 12. 

more of the body then minde, which was much inferiour to 12. 

this of the minde + and our Saviour hath a notable ſpeech ro Th:ir works - 

. ; Dy ”_= would be a 
this purpoſe concerming j oh» the Baptiſt, in Mar, 11.11.,,, Saha 

Kerily, 1 ſay unto you» Among then that are born of women theſe, | 

there. 
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33 
there hath not riſen a greater then John the Paptift : not- 
withſt andinghe that ts leaſt in the Kingdom of heaven, us grea= 
ter then he. Theleaſt rrue Minilter of the Goſpel of -Je- 
ſus Chrilty 1s greater chen Johs the Bapri/f, rhough he were 
ſuperiour to the Prophets chat went before him : for he nor 
only pr-ached Chritt, but ſaw and baptized Chriſt, Mar. 3. 
Yer he was inferiour co the Evangelilts, Apoltles, and-true 
Minilters of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, that came after 
him; & they are ſaid co be greater then Johnthe Bapri/t,nor 
digmtate officu, ſed claritate doftrine ;, not in d1gmry of of- 
tice ; bur 1n c/earneſs of preaching Chrilt : nor propter grati= 
am ſed propter teftimonmum Chriſt; ; nor for grace but their 
re/timony of Chriſt, John preached Chrilt preſext, bur he 
preached not Chriſt crucified, dead and buried, riſer agains 
aſcended into heaven, and ſitting at the right hand of God, 
as the Evangeliſts, Apoliles, and Miniſters of the Goſpel 
cidand do preach him ; and in this reſpect are they ſaid ro 
be greater then John, becauſe they preach Chrift more 
clear ly and fully then he did. 
Vide Mr, Nowconfider what maintenance God did allow unto 
Seldens ov the Minilters of rhe Law ; and co do that, take a ſurvey of 
Hi. id + the proportion of their perſovs : And 2. the proporcion of 
Vide D#.5 their MaAIntenance. . 
Reynolds 1, For their perſons, it would not be difficult to prove 
upon ſal. that the Tribe of Levi, though the rhirreenth part of the 
1 52+477 people in regard of their civil divigon, were nor yet the 
478. ! G O $7 . 
D-.Heylin, fortiech part of the people. Look into the numbring 
a ſequeſtred of them and compare Numb, 1.46. with Numb, 3. 39. 


th, the other Tribes were numbred from twenty years old and 
at pays 


tythes, and V | 
cives uw age of 5o. years, as Joſephay reports; forat that age they 
fihs, in v. were ſuppoſed to be unſerviceable for War; and = thus 
6, 7,38. their number amounted to fix + hundred and three thouſand 
«bh five hundred and fifty men b e to bear arms. The Levires 
the pcople, on the orher hand, were numbred from one month old and 
+ 603550. upward; and yer the whole ſum amounted bt ro rwerty two 
22200 thouſand, Now conjecture the number of thoſe in -_ 

other 
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piyardss alt chat were able to bear arms, which was tothe 
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other Tribes, who were under ewenty _ ages and 11000, 
who were too old for warlike fervices,to be but half as ma- —_ 
ny as the reſt; yer the whole number of the Tribes reckon- j,72.,, beſt 
ed from their infancy upward, will amount at che leaſt tO ygyy mates 
nine hundred two thouſand men : of which number , the of ll the 
number of the Levites is juſt the oe and fortieth part. Well Tr _ of 1/- 
chen, the Levites were but the forticthpare (not ſo much) whoſe fe 1d 
of the people : ſo that that Tribe was bur almoſt a quar- jp, were 
ter as numerors as the reſt, : choſen, as 1s 

evident, is 
Numb, 3. 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46. ſor the redemption of which 273. perſons, at 
F ſhekels the man, Aaron and bis ſans had x5 65 ſhthels, Numb.3.47, 48, 49, 50. 
the ſhekel of the Saattuary being ſo many crowns, as ſom? . at laſt balf crowns, 
a others. 


2. Look in the next place, to the proportion of their 
maintenance, one would think that the tortierh parr of the 
people could require bur the fortieth part of the mainte- 
nance in proportion. Burt, 1. they had the Tenth of all 
the increaſe of ſeed: and fruic, and great and ſinall Cat- 
tel, Levir. 27. 30. 3+» They had forty eight Cicies for 
Gardens , and for Cattel', N#mb. 35.2. which Cities 
were next to the beſt, and in ſone Tries the beſt of all, 
inTudah, Hebron ;in Benjamin, Gibeon, borh royal Cities. 


 Sothat thoſe Cities, with about a mile Suburb ro every 


one of thzm, came to little leſs then the wealth of one 
Tribe alone, in that liccle Country, which from Dar to 
Beerſheba was but about a hundred and forty miles long. 
3+. They had all the firſt-fruics * of corn, wine, oyl and « yide 
wool,Det. 18.4. and this of the beſt, Numb.1 8.12. yea, of Weemes his 
whatſoever is ripe firſt in the Land offered to the Lord, *xp/anation 
Numbers 18. 13. yea» of their dough, Numbers 15. 21, a he poce 
4+ They had the firſt born. of man; or beaſt, Numb.18.15.,, ; 
buc the firſt born of man,and the firſtlings of unclean bealts, 
were to be redeemed ar 5. ſhekels, 1.e. 1 25. 6d. apiece; and 
of the firſtlings of clean beaſt,as of the Cowth2 Sheep,and 
Goat, they had all, except the bloud (which was co be 
ſprinkled on the Alrars)and the far(which wasto be _ 
F Numb. 
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Numb. 18.16, 17218. 5- They had themeat-offerings, 
the ſin-offerings, the treſpaſs-offerings, the heave-offer- 
ing, the wave-offerings, Numb. 18.910, 11,132. and the 
ſhew-bread, Levit. 24.'5, tO To. 6. Theyhad all vows, 
oblations, and conſecrations, andevery hallowed thing» 
Numb. $.8, 14. things vowed were redeemable; bur at a 
good round ratezas may be ſeen, in Levit. 27. from 3, to g. 
a male was redeemable at fifty ſhekels, a female ar 3o, 
ſhekels : if of beaſts, ſee verſe 9, 1@,11>12,13+ if of an 


houſe, ſee verſ. 14, 15. if of a field, ſeen 16, 17. and 'tis - 


abſervable,that, if chey redeemed beaſt, houſe or field ſan- 


- Rifiedto the Lord, they were to pay the fifth part over and av 
'  bovwe the Prieſts value or eſtimation of the ſaid bea5t, houſe, 


or field: andſo *was for tythes if any would decline the 
crouble of carrying their tythes to Jersſalem, or payment 
of chem, in kinde, they were tO pay the price thereof accor- 
ding - to the Priefts eftimate, and to add alſo a fifth part 
thereunto. 7. They had of all Euchariſtical ſacrifices the 
breaFt and the ſhoulder ; and. of others the ſhoulder, and the 
two cheeks. and the maws Levit. 7.3 3.34. and of whole 
burne, offerings they had the 5k;ms Levit. 7.8. they had 
ſemething of every ſacrifice, Numb. 18. 18. Dent. 18. 3. 
$. The males were to appear three times in every year be- 


fore the Lord, and they were not to come empty handed. 


Exod. 23. 15316; .17- : 9, Unto them belonged the re- 
compences of injury,z which; was the: refticution 'of rhe 
principal; and a fifth part more, vehdes:the Ram for the'a- 
ronement, Numbe5.7, 8. 10. Add toall this, thar all 
their maincenance (except their Cities and Suburbs) were 
broughr in unto them withour 'any trouble. or charge unto 
them., Now joynthe-tythes, the Cities; and their Sub- 


urbs, -and thoſe other conſtant revenues together, andthe: 


Prieſts and Levites, who were but about a quarter as many 
as one Tribe, had yet about three tres the revenues of one 
Tribe. , Brom all which may. very fafely be inferred, thar 
the Levices under the Law received mote maintenance by 
very neer double, for their ſervices of the'T EIS 
the 


CI - 
the Miniſters of Chriſt here in Friend receive for their 
preaching the Goſpel, and labour in the Word and Do- 
&rine : which ſhould rather be as much as theirs was ar 
leaſt, as Doftor Sc/ater inferres, from 1 Tim, y. 17, yeas 
more) as before 1sproved. Conſider the whole, and then 
examine whether raking away afifch part from Chrifts Mi- 
nilters of his Goſpel, who labour in the Word and Do- 


Eine, be giving them double honour --=- ? And ſhould not 


Gods Magitirares be followers and obeyers of . God? 
ſhould they not be as favourable to Chrilts Miniſters, as 
thoſe they judge to be none of Chriſts Magiſtrates have 
been to thoſe whom they judge to be none of Chriſts Mi- 
niſters ? To ſave an argument: ſhall Chriftian, Proreſtanc, 
oodly & well-aff2&ed Magiftrates come ſhort of thoſe,who 
ares or at leaſt are judgedro be Jewiſh, Heatheniſh, Po- 
piſh, ungodly and malignant; in cheir affe&ion, and the 
expreſſions thereof, maintenance and reverence to their 
Miniſters ? God forbid. 


The forcing of poor plundred Miniſters to pay fifths co 4+ Argn 


the ſequeſtreds or their wives and children, 1s ;mpolitich, 
For P 54 
I. It ſeems to me impolitick to weaken friends , and 
ſfrengthen enemies. But forcing of poor plundred Miniſters 
co: pay fifths ro delinquent and ſcandalous : Miniſters, 
weakens: friends, and ſtrengthens enemies tothe <pariia- 
ment and preſent Governours intere;F. © For thoſe godly 
Miniſters, who were plundred for their adhering tothe 
Parliament, and that righteous Cauſe which they tunder- 
took, and have been placed in ſequeſtred Benefices, I ap- 
peal ro thoſe in power wherher they: hwve not:proved 
themſelves ro be conſtant friends ,' though: poſſibly: they 
have not concurred in all things that have been done', yer 
{ill they have been and are friends to the true good old 


.cauſe thar was firſt ynderrtakens andwill be affifting there- . 

unto to their urmoſt ; 4nd therefore i1rcannoriconfift wich . : 

'the rules of good humane Policy» to weaken ahd impove-! 

_ riſhthem,- by compelling _ ro pay' fifths.to their ene-: 
2 


miess 


ee HR 


dren in ſuch a-way as they might be belt ſerviceable to 
| Gods Church and the Commonwealth, and ro raiſe forces 
and encourage their Neighbours to defend the good old 
cauſe again(t domeſtick and forain enemies. They have 
been ſerviceable formerly, and there may.-be uſe and need 
of them again : and ic will be coo late to talk of ſerling and 
eaſing of them, and making fatisfaRion ro them for their 


vain to make any more promiſes of ſertling of them» and 
making farisfa&tion ro them or others, if they will come in 


courſly many of them have been dealt withy and diſap= 
pointed: and who will believe mens promiſes. made in 
times of trouble,. who-have-ſolong and often diſappeunted 


times of extremKy ? 

And for thoſe that have been ſequeltred either for ſcan- 
dal or delinquency, (excepting ſome few) I appeal alſoro 
thoſe in power, (who doubtleſly have eyed their ations, 
and ſpied out: their ways) whether they. are not enennes ; 
yea» it is well known thar their wives and children, accor- 
ding co their = were very ative inriding and run- 
ning, and ſending meſſengers from place toplace, and rai- 


"- > arms for their old intereſt, and againſt the preſent Parlia- 
bs S ment and State-Governours ; thereby encouraging their 
| Malignant party>. and diſcouraging and dividing the wells 


ceſs this preſent Parhament or Stare-Governours at any 
Er, CIING mend Ir was the prudence of the Great-Parhament,when full, to 
nauces and Make an Ordinance againſt pom of fifths to the wives 
Orders. and children, of the ſequelized who lived. in the Kings 


= 8) | | | 
mies and thereby diſablerhem robreed up-their own chil- 


loſſes, when new troubles do break-out ; and ic will be.in. 


and advenrureeliares, and lives, andall again ; ſeeing how - 


their friends, in times of peace-and proſperity, when they. 
have had power to make good-their promiſes made in: 


fing and ſpreading falſe reports of thouſands at Hull, Yorks . 
Shrewsbury, Salisbury, Wales, and other places,riſen and in. 


affected ; and that ſome of them were raken in the hate . 
troubles, . and thac they are exceeding joyful at anyill ſuc-. 


time have had. and at preparations abroad againſt them,. 


Quatre. 
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arters, and came out nd and receive fifths of 
their husbands and parents eſtates, as alſo ro the children 
of Papiſts and others, (as I remember) who were bred up 
in Popery : by which it's clear that they chought ic unfic 


and impolitick to maintain Malignancy and Popery, and 


therefore they would not maintain Malignants nor Pa» 
piſts. And is there nor the ſame reaſon of Policy of not al- 
lowing fifths ro the wives and children of thoſe Miniſters 
that have been ſequelired, who after all rhe Lords aypear- 
ing againſt them, are as Malignant as ever, .and ready to 
undo all the good that hath been fone theſe x4. years of 


reformation, and make them a Captain to go back againto - 


Egypt, and make the Land a field of bloud again, and cut 
the throats of thoſe that have maintained chem ? Judge 
(I pray) whether in prudence ſuch are to bz maintained by 


fifrhs of honeſt well-affeted poor plundred Minilters . 


wages, for which they labour more abundantly then ever 
the other did. God knows I pity them, and wiſh-many of 
them more then: they have : but truly many of them that 
are maintained by this way of fifths, do nor deſerve what 
they have; and I am confident that ſome men willin time, 


- as mich repent this buſineſs of fifths, as they have already 


repenced the AR of Oblivion. Iwillnot be ſo bold, as ro 
ask the queſtion how well decimating of rich Deliquents, 
and fifring of poor plundred Miniſters do agree ; much leſs 
how ill diſcharging rich Dzlinquents from decimation, to 
maintain honelt Souldiers to preſerve the faithful in the 
Land from them and their adherents conſtant complors 
tings and aRtings, and charging poor godly well-affeQed 
Miniſters wich payment of fifchs, co maintain ſcandalous 
and Delinquent perſons, and Malignants, do agree : Bur 
leave them to them that may, if they will, charge therr ene- 
mes with temths, and diſcharge their friends from fifths : 
which brings me to another Branch, EL 

2. It ſeems to me very mpolitick, for the Parbament 


nd their friends to uſe ſcandalous Minitters better, then the - 


late King Charles did ; and to uſe their owngodly CMoniſters 


Pires. - 


Ce Ne 
; \ 


Now 'tis obſervable, that the late King in his Treaty with 
the Parliaments Commiſſioners in the-Ile of '9ight, took 
no ſuch care of,/ and made no ſuch provifionfor [candalowt 


Monſters, nor their: wives. nor children {belike” thoſe | 


Clergy, who were then about him, were not ſo ſcandalous 

as.co {tand for- them; or 1f they were, the' Parliaments 

Commiſſioners were ſo wiſeand hone(t; as not toyield un« 

ro them.) He rook care indeed for thoſe Minitters (and 

had he nor, he had been very ungrateful and imprudent) 

tharwere ſequeſtred for their adhering to him) in thefe 

* Mr.P'S terms, * That ſuch Miniſters as were ſequeſtred for malig- 
Speech in . . | © 

Pirlament DAncyy (delinquency I ſuppoſe 1s thereby meant) and were 

concerning not ſcandalous, might have-a third part of the livings our 

the Kings of which they were eje&ed-: and this as Iremember was 
conceſpo3s, xg laſt but uncil they were provided for in fome other 

P- $73.57- place: to which whether the Parliament yielded, they bet 

4 ' know ; of which I ſhall ſay only this, that fome of thoſe 

Miniſters, that were ſequeſired for Delinquency only, and 

were not, are not ſcandalons, might do'more good in the 

Church, (jf nor inor neer the places' from whence they 

were ſequeſtred) then many raſh,ignorant,erronious,yong 

Novices do, who are turned and roffed with every winde 

of Do&trine -they read or hear, and are'no way able to 

convince gain-ſayers of which nowthere are, I fear; more 


thet1 ever were.  Bueffor thoſe. that have' been juſtly and 


orderly ſequeftred for ſcandal, they being never ſent of 

God, deſerve no ſuch favour from men, bur rather ro be 

caſtoit, not only from rheir Places, bur alſo of the Mini- 

Mar. 5.13. try, a8 ſalt that: hath loſtirs ſavour, and to be put toearn 

their bread by the fivear of their brows : ' which brings me 
roanother Argument. | 

3. It ſeems ro me impolitick to maintain zalers - for 


the Apoſtle commands, That'if any will not work, he ſhould 


ot eats 2 Th 3. 10: he thar will not have a part in daz/y 

—--ccaggh labour, ſhould not have a part of daily bread; faith a reve? 
L/4 . o . " . 4 | 

ares. be: rend Divine : and faith hein the page immediacely pre- 
300. E ceding, 


(38) 
plundred for their ſakssy worſe thei the ſaid late King did; 


GE” ER 
cedings *Ti againft equiey"abd jaſtice to live upon others, 
who get their living by the ſweat of their brows, and eat their 
bread from them. . Drones (ſaith he ) that eat up the honey 
of the laborious Dees we condemn, they beat them out, and 
SF-ng to death : a jnit:;puniſhment for ſo unjutt an att. They 
that will not labour, muFt not eat, 2 Theſ, 3: 11> 12. that is, 
(ith Door Sclater upon the place,) They that are able, 
and may, and will not labonr in a lawful calling, for the ſup- 
plying of their own wants, and neceſſities of ſuch as depend up- 
on their care, 1 Theſ. 4. 1112. 1 Tim. 5, 8. For the ea- 
fing of the Church and Commonwealth of nnneceſſary charge, 
1 Tim. 5.16. They muſt not eat ( that ts ) of the common 


| Charge of the Church ; that if nonght elſe, yet hanger and ne- 


ceſſiry may drive them to labour : and yet remember, nature 

not be deſerted in extreme neceſſity ; but out'of that caſe, 
they Nouriſh Idleneſs, who ſuccour the Tdler, Now forcing 
of poor Minitters (I am loath ro aſſume) ro pay fifths to 
the ſequitred, & c.-maintains idlers : for they are able,and 
yet do not, yea, will totrwork. 


-' Bur they would labour;they wouldpreachz keep School, O5jecz. 


&c.if they-might; but they are forbidden. : 


And what will you'trainrain by ſuch a way as fifths of _4»ſ;p, 


honeſt mens maintenance, them, whom-rhoſe 4n-power 
think unfit ro be employed in the work'of a Minifter or 


| Schoo-Mafter ?- Is [not yout' practice” contrary to their 


Policy'? But tro the' objeKion': 'Thoſe'of them that are 
Learned, Orthodox, and nor 'ſcandi{ous in theirlives, I 
am confident rhat they" may have free liberty ro-exerciſe 
ebeir gifts,either by writing) preaching, or reaching youth 
tnanyplace,where _y ſhall be lawfully called chereunco; 
provided they will-affure'thoſe in power and tuthonry, 
thac they will nor act any thing prejuvictit rothe preſenc 
Government, nor diſtutb the peace of rhe Common- 
wealth > nor intiil nor/maintain- malignaricy in peoples 
mindes and hearts, nor:hinder the'reformariotr that js be- 
ouh, -And:if they would implSy rhejirivifrs Th good exrneſty 
as thoſe” Learned(and I hope godly) Divines,"Dri*/her, 

| Mr. 
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Mr. Lyford, Mr. Geree Ad Br. Kendal, and as ſoine other 
ſequettred Miniſters ill do, who will prohibic chem? yea, 
who in authoricy will not encourage them ? .But many of 
them cry out, They are forbidden to labour, when as the 
truch 1s, they are only forbidden to diſturb the:peace of the 
Commonwealth ; ro a& according to their old malignanc, 
and idolatrous and ſuperſtitious ways, as formerly they did: 
and ſure thoſe in power had good cauſe ro prohibic them, 
elſe I am confident , they woukd not have reſirained 
them. | 

Andothers have been ſo well bred up, and in ſuch a way, 
as that they cannor labour with their hands. 

What, ſo bred, as thac they cannot work ? and yet well 
bred ? And muſt they therefore have fifths from godly 
painful Miniſters ? A pretty plea indeed for idleneſs ; and 
may not many men» plead the ſame > But whar, 


_ I pray, are not many godly and plundred Miniſters and 


their wives, as well bred as many ſequeſtred Miniſters 
and their wives are ? But what though ſome of them are 
Knights, Eſquires, and rich Gentlemens ſons and daugh- 
rers, muſt they therefore have fifths of poor mens mainte- 
nance > Why ſhould nor rather their rich friends main- 
tain them, as the old eſtabliſhed Law requires ? The truth 
is, they were ſo ill bred up many of them (I do nor cons 
demn all ; God knows I honour many of them, and cheir 


| births and educations) that they were never able ro work 


well inthe Lords Vizeyard, nor out of it ; their main work 
was firſt to get two or three good _—_— but for /abourmg 
in the med, and Deoftrine, it was leaſt of their care and em- 
ployment. _ And now forſooth, beczuſe theſe idle drones, 
or rather waſpes, were according tothe'corruption of for- 
mer times preſented by Patrons, and admitted by Biſhops, 
(as bad (ſome of them) as themſelves) co eat vpthe honey 
of two or three great hives, out of which they kept /aborious 
Bees ; therefore now they are driver out, they muſt fill 

= maintained with the/poor Bees honey, for which they la- 
bour hard to recruicthemſelves and theirs, after along _ | 

ar 
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hard Winter of adverſity, and breed up their young Beeg, 


Corrs rp eager het ied, 5-5 


and prepare a litcle for themſelves and theirs againſt the 
next hard Winter, which theſe drones and waſpes gape and. 
labour for, that they may devour all again. Pardon the 
compariſon and think ſeriouſly of theſe things & lay afide 
all private reſpeds and relations, and examine whether - - 
this be not to make your ſelves gmilty of corrupt Patronss Os 
Biſhops, and other mens ſins, and judge whether this be "Y 
200d friendſhip to Ceſar , ro the Commonwealth, &c. 
thus to take from: the poor laborious Bees, and give to the la- 
zie drones and devouring waſpes, 1 diſpute not whether 4 
the drones have ſtings z bur chis I have obſerved, thar they 
will not fight to defend the maſter-Bze, when the angry 
waſpes (who, Iam ſure have ſlings) do fight againſt him, : 
and his beſt ſubjeas ; and thereſore doth he drive them 
out, but admit and cheriſh thoſe that do labour and fight. 

Le proceed no further in the compariſon, leſt I have roo 4 
many waſpes about mine ears. 

Bur for all your arguments againſt fifths, there is eXam- Objeft. 
ple in ſacred Scripture , for maintaining of ſequeſtred 
Priefts in time of the Law, and even out of Miniſters 
maintenancez as we may finde in 2 King. 23. 9. Never- . 
theleſs, the Prieſts of the high places came not up to the Al- i 
tar of the Lord in Jeruſalem ; but did eat of unleavened ii 
bread among their brethren. Here is an example of the _ 
good King Jo/iahs ſequeltring idolatrous Prieſts ab officioz 2 
from the Office of Prieſts, bur nor 4 beneficio, yet he allow- 
ed them to partake of the Benefice thereunto belonging : 
therefore there may be the like now in time of the Goſpel. 

To this ITanſwer, thus : 

1. Imarvel that men profeſling the Goſpel of Chrift, 
are ſo induſtrious to ſearch for pretidents for taking main- 
tenance from the Miniſters of Chriſts Goſpel, and ſo for. 
ward to urge, yea, compel them to the ſtrict obſervance of 
them ; and yet, when they are urged with preſidents of g:- 
ving liberal and large maintenance ro Chriſts Miniſters, 
will neither follow them chemſelves, nor preſs others con- 

| G cerned 
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cerned 'to the praftice of rhem ; no,though they be urged 
with precept roo, as that of Abrahams giving tythe of all 
he had, and of the beſt of the ſpoils, Gey. 14. 20. compa- 
red with Heb: 7. 234. and that of the believers in the Pri- 
mitive times of ſelling their poſleflions, and laying the 
p:ice of them down at the Apoliles feet, LAs 4. 34, 35» 
no not 1n the times of perſecution, when the faithful Mt- 


had ; yea» were not ſome of thoſe men that are now very 
zealous in urging the former prefident for fifths, ſo far 
=. from imitating thoſe charitable Chriſtians in -the Primi- 
tive times in ſelling all they had, for the relief of the 
Saints, that, when the (ad and miſerable conditions of ma- 
ny poor plundred Miniſters , and other poor diltrefſed 
Chriſtians, were made known unto them, would neither 
givey nor lend them ſo much as a fifth, no not a rexth, no not 


ſeflions for one year ?. Andrtruly, 1 could wiſh thar thoſe 
men that are ſo forward in preſſing this example of King 
Iz Joſiah, would follow his good example in pulling down, and 
F purging the land of idolatry, and in repairing the houſe of the 


ter the Lord, and to keep hes Commanaments, his teſtimonies 
and his ſtatutes, with all their hearts, and with all their ſouls, 
to perform the words of his Covenant, which are written in 
the book_of Gods and in cauſing all under their power to (tand 


23. 334» 53 © c. For, for theſe things there is the ſame 


:Chron.zx Magiſtrates would follow the good example of good King 
25342556. Hezehiah alſo, in an effettual commanding of the people un- 
der them, to give the portions of the e Miniſters of Chriſt s 
Goſpel to them, as he did the people under him, to the Prieſts 


Law -ard Goſpel of the Lord ; and that people, aſſoon as the 
Magiſtrates command comes abroad, would bring in thefirſt 
fruus in abundance, of corny and wint, andol, and honeys 
and 


niſters and members of Chriſt were driven from all they. 


a twentieth, nonot an hanareath part of their plentiful poſs. 


Lord, and inmaking a Covenant before the Lord, to walk af<. 


ey, 


roit, andin making all to ſerve the L1rd their God, 2 King. . 


reaſon now, that there was then. And I could wiſh, that 


and Levites of the Law, that they might be encouraged inthe | 


| (43) 
and of all the increaſe of the bg the tythes of all things 
abundantly, as the Iſraelites did at Hezechiahs command, If 
they would do ſo,the Minilters of the Goipel might be a- 
ble the better ro follow rhe good example of -the Saints 
that have gone before them, 

2, But lecondly; to the obje&ion it ſelf, Tay, 

I. It doth not appear that thoſe Prieſts of the Law 
were formally ſequettred, but rather rhat they were ozly 
ſuſpended from the execution of their Office for a tire, 
that they might be throughly. humbled for their 1dolacrys 
and that Joſiah might have ſome tryal of them, whether 
their repentance was true and fincere, or bur only preten- 
ded and necefficared : for none were put into their 
[ | places. 

2, Suppoſe they were ſequeſtred, yer there is not the 
ſame reaſon for Committees compelling the plundred Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel roallow fifths rothe ſequeltred, and 
their wives and children, as there was for Joſiahs allowing 
the ſequeltred Prcielis of the Law to eat of the unleaven» 
ed bread among chetr brethren... For, 

I. Thoſe Prieſts which Jofiah allowed coeat of the un- 
leavened bread among their brethren» profeſſed repentance 
of their ſins, and renounced idolatrom places and ſervices, as 
is well obſerved by the learned Annotators upon the place; 
and that they were ſuch, may be gathered from the 20.wer. 
. of that 2 K:»g. 23-Where we read that Joſiah ſlew all the 
| Prieſts of the high places, that were at Bethel, upon the al- 

tars; that is, the obliinare and impenitent ; for we can- 

not charitably conceive that Joſiah (that zealous and im- 
- partial King) would only kill thoſe impenirtent 1dolatrous 
Prieſts at Bethel, and ſpare thoſe at Jeruſalem, if perfifting 
in their idolatry : But now very few of thoſe, that yet and 
ſequeſtred for their delinquency, and for their ſcandalous 

_ duckings and bowing at Altars, &c, do.expreſs or /pro- 

feſs true repentance,by renouncing of,and humbling them- 
ſelves for their delinquency, ſuperfiitious and idolatrous 
worſhip, and prophaneſs : (if any of them do, I profeſs, I 
| G 2 wiſh 


| (44) | 
wiſh with all my heart, that our Jofahs of England woult 
ſhew them more kindneſs.then Joſiah of Judah didto thoſe 
Prieſts he ſequeſtred (or rather ſuſpended) at Jernſalem.) 
But ratherhave manifeſted upon all occaſions , an obſtinatez 
prophane, ſuperſtitions and delinquent ſpirit, of which our 
Superiours have had almoſt 14. years experience » and 
thereupon have of late revived an old Ordinance or Or- 
der of Parliament; and prohibited thoſe of them, that have 
not manifeſted good affection and godlineſs, the execution 
of the Office of Miniſters either in publick or in private, 

2+ There 1s a great difference between the mainte- 
nance and families of the Prieſts of the Law, and the Mi- 
nilters of the Goſpel here in England; for the maintenance 
of the Prieſts of the Law was ſucceſſive, aid according to 
their families ; and not only they themſelves lived upon it, 
bur their wives and cFildren alſo ; not only while they /:- 
ved, bur alſo after their Jeceaſe; yea, their ſons and bre- 
thren ſucceeded them in ther Office aud Benefice, who poſh» 
bly did voluntarily ſuffer their Parents or brethren, who 
were for a time ſuſperded from the Office of Prieſts, to eat 
of the unleavened bread belonging to the Prieſts; and 
which Joſiah only tolerated, bur did vot command it : which 
was denyed to-many Miniſters ro do to the ſequeſtred, in: 
times of our Wars, as was hinted before. Yide Ordi- 
nance againt payment of fifths, made the eighth of: Sepr.. 
1645.pag. 726. of the Book of Orders and Ordinances. ' 

But nowit's not ſo with the maintenance and families. 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel here in England : for here 
the Miniſters maintenance 1s but for his own /rfe > (it 
were well if Minifters put into SequeFtrations could ſay, That 
theirs ſhould laſt ſo long ) and here 1s no proviſion at all made 
* for the Miniſters wife and children (except they become 
poor beggers; as too many of them do, and more are like 
to doy if fome good contles he not taken to prevent it z.0f 
which Tam ſure this of: forcing, fifths- from their husbands 
andfathers is none) bur as ſoon as their husbands and fa- 
thers are dead, their maintenance ceaſeth and-another (not 4 
01 


SORT -. 
fon or brother ,but) it may bog meer fFranger, cometh and: 
rakes poſſeſſion of the whole maintenance, and within five 
weeks either doth or may turn them and all theirs out of 
doors, Indeed if all impropriate* and appropriate ryrhes, 
and all lands, houſes, and priviledges, which were former- 
ly given and granted to, and for the maintenance of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel,according to the skill and devotion 
of thoſe darker times, were truly and fully reſtored to the 
true and fairhful Miniſters of Chriſt, and ſerled upon them 
for their lives, and their ſons after them, and good proviſion 
- made (ſure ) thereout, or ſome other way, for their widows 
and fatherleſs children after them ; there might be poſſibly 
ſome colour of reaſon for alledging this preſident for 
fifchs : bur as the caſe now ſtandeth, I do not ſee the leatt 
{ſhew of reaſon of like practice, much leſs of Miniſters put 
into ſequeſtrations payment of fifths to the ſequelired, or 
co their wives and chiidren, unleſs you will ſay, That poor 
plundred Miniſters of the Goſpel mult neglect their own 
families, which (as hath been ſhewed) is very unnatural 
and irreligious : both Divines and Lawyers will tell yory 
that examples or preſidents do not binde, except there be like 
reaſon of prattice, and except like circumitances do concur. 
And here now I am talking of reſtitution, I might ipeak to 
all impropriators, and old and young purchaſers of the 
Lands » tythes and rights belonging co the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and given and devored to and for the upholding 
of Gods worſhip and ſervice, ſpeedily andfully to make re- 
{ticution of what either they or their predeceſſors have 
unjultly raken or bought from them, without their free 
and full conſent, as they deſire to acquit themſelves of the 


fin of ſpiritual thefe or ſacriledge : bur for this, I refer Rom 2.22. 


them co that learned and conſcientious Divine, Mr. Cape 


L, Thou that 
abhorreſt z- 


in his cradt of Uſury, page 43324349 4355436» 4372 438» gots, doſ 

442. and what he writes of reſtitution of goods gotten by thou commit 
Uſury or Oppreſſion, 1s alſo true of goods gorten by Sacti- ſacriledge ? 
l:dge; and thoſe mult be reſtored, even |y the heirs,as well Neb. 5-17. 


as thoſe, as may be proved by his Arguments. If they 
| will. 


46) | 
will not be perſwaced by bin, let them take the paing 
to reade what Doitor Ama faith of reſtitution , in 
Page T18, 19: of his Cates of Contcience, as rhey are 
tean{ired inco Engliſh : and conſcientious men ſhould 
read and iivdy their writings, 
Obieft. Bio for a4 your ſhifting, thereis ah Ac or Ordinance 
: of Parfizments which enables Commiciees to allow, and 
co:npels Mini'ters co pay fifths co rhe ſ-queitred, and their 
wives and chiidren : and therefore Comnmitrees may law=- 
fully allow» and compel Minilters to pay fifths ro phe ſe- 
quelired, 29d to their wives and cntidren. ; 
Anſiy. Torhi3 I tay, thus : 

I Thar I'do nor ſhift, neither have I ſhifred, bur have 
oiven you ſuch rational argumenrs and anſwers, as you 
cannor (I think) well ſhifr-oft, wichour incurring the guilc 
of wilful, obilinare (if nor unjutt) cavillation. 

2. That there is as yer no ſuch Act or Ordinance of Par- 
lizment, authorizing Commitrees to allow fifths to thoſe 
Minilters, or their wives and children, who have been ſe- 
queliired for ſcandal, that I can tinde, (and I have made di- 
igenc ſearch for ir :) but this 1 inde that there is an Ordi- 
nance of Parliament againit payment of fifths ro them , if 
Delinquents, or Papilis, or beyond the Sea, Sepr.8.1645. 
pag. 726. 

3- Thar ſuppoſe there were a Law made (as you ſay) 
for fifths, yer it will not follow, that therefore Commictees 
may lawfully allow them, and compel Miniſters pur into 

2queltrations to pay them ; no more then 1t follows, that 

becauſe the Laws of men do allow impropriations; and ſel- 

Vide King ling away of Tythes and Glebe-Lands given to and for the 
Echel- ſupporting of Gods worſhip and ſervice , therefore *cis 
wolphs lawful toſell,and buy, and alienarez and impropriate them 
£"": fromtheright end of their firlt giving and inſtitution of 
Martyrol, them. For that which is given unto God, ts Gods own,and *tis 

" pag. 137. hot mans Law that can make robbing of God lawful: and let 
not any man think them his (ſaith Sir Henry Spelman) be- 

cauſe mans Lay hath given them tohim ; for Twlly _ 

the 
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the greateſt Lawyer of his x 44 confeſſeth, that;S:ultiſſi- 
mum eſt exiſtimare oma jufta eſſe que-ſfia ſunt in popule- 
rum inft1tuts ant legibus * there is nothing more fooliſh 
then to think all juſt, that is contained in the Laws and 
Statutes of men, Experience reacheth us, that our Laws 
are daily accuſed ofimperfection, often amended, expoun- 
ded, repealed. Look þack into times paſt, and we ſhall 
finde, that many of them have been a»profirable for the 
Commonwealth, many d:ſtonoxrable to the Kingdom, and 
ſome contrary to the word of God, and ſome very improws 
and z»tolerable ; and all propounded, debated, and conclu- 
ded by Parliament : neither 1s this evil peculiar to our 
Nation ; for Iſaiah found it in his time, and declaimed a- 
Sainſt ir, Wo unto them that decree nnrighteous decrees, and 
that write grievouſneſs,which they have preſcribed,Iſa.1 0.1, 
What if the Laws of men ſhould command Idolatry, and 
ſa"ſcription ro Hereſies (as they did in Queen Mary's and 
her fathers days) and authorize you to put thoſe Laws in 
execution ? will you do as Bonner, Fiſher, and many others 
did, a& according to them ? If the Laws of men give you 
liberty and power ro do evil, as to rob, ſpoil, oppreſs, and 
undo the poor Minitters and members of Chriti, doth ic 
become you that profeſs your ſelves to be true Chriſtians 
ſo to do ? whom ought ye ro obey,God or man ? and have 
you not fins enough of your own, bur you mult negds make 
up the meaſure of your iniquries, by making your ſelves 
ouilty of other mens fins? Sze how and what the Lord 
threatens the Iſraelites, for their keeping of the FX arntes of 
Omr1zand all the works -f the houſe of Ahab, in Micah. 6.16. 
and conſider what the P:opher Hoſea ſaith, in Hol. 5. 10, 
11. The princes of Judah were lihe them that remove the 
bound : therefore I mill prur out my wrath upon them like 
water : Ephraim 1s oppreſſed and broken in judgement, becauſe 
he willingly walked aftes the commandment, (1.) the com- 
mandment of Jeroboam and his wicked ſucceflors : :and 
yet *tis ſad and wonderful to ſee how wilizg many men 
profefling Chriſtianity ares to follow, interpret, and make 


uſe. 
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face to do thoſe things, which certainly Papiſts, Pagans, and 
Tewes would condemn, But theſe things by the way.. To re» 
turn : Ifay, Suppoſe Whar you, would have, to wit, that 
there is, a, Law. of. man for (hriſts AmPſters payment 
of fifths,to thole that are nor (hrifts Mimifters ; yer if that 
Lay be againſt Gods Law, I hope you will nor a& therein» 
according to it, A Starate (faich Sir Henry Spelman, out 
of the, Lawyers own Books, in pag. 20. of his de vg teme- 
randzss eccleſus) diretly againſt the Law of God, is Void, If 
then (ſaith he there) t2thes be things ſpiritual and duey de 
jure drvino, as many great Clerks, Doctors, Fathers, ſome 
Councils,and that ever-honoured Judge and Oracle of the 
Law (the Lord Cooke in the ſecond Parr of, his Reportss 
afficm them ro be, I cannot ſee how hamane:- Laws ſhould 
make them temporal. Belidesz. you: know that Laws, as 
the Ordinance of Parliament agaimit Blaſp.emy and He- 
refie, and thoſe Acts for ſelling Foreſts, for payment 
of publicke debts of the Commonwealth , and of Pa- 
xy lands, are not put in execution, but fuſpznded and 
aid aſides upon ſome reaſons, which I ſhall nor preſume 
to dive into : and therefore why may nor you ſuſpend the 
execution of ſuch ſuppoſed AF or Ordinance for fifchs, up- 
on theſe grounds here alledged, unril the matter in con- 
rroverſie be a little better confidered and debated ? Secnnde 
cogitationes ſunt meliores:: Second thoughts are many times 
the beſt, or ar leaſt betrer chen che firtt ; and ſo may yoursz 


upon the deliberate reading, unprejudiced conſideration) - 


and candid interpretation of theſe lines, and thoſe of 0- 
thers more learned and-elaborarez: concerning this:fub= 
je, | 


But the fequeſtredz.and their wives and children ate O 


poor andin want, and there is no other way provided for 
their relief : therefore this of fifths mult be made uſe of, 
uncil a better be found our; and eltabliſhed, | 


To this 1 might ay much, bur briefly thus : |. -- " ofwes 


1. That 
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T: That God loves PN, right, but he abhors rob- 
bery fam burnt-offering, Iſa. 61.V. The Lord loves juit and 
'* equal dealings, and delights therein, and in thoſe that pra- 
Gtice it» ſar. 56. 15 2. Jer, 9,24. but the Lord hates any 
oblarions whatſoever boughr or brought:of goods gotten 
by oppreflion or wrong, and will nor accepr of any ſervice 
by ſuch as pra&ice the ſame. 'Offer to God the ſacrifices of 
righteouſneſs, Pal. 4. 5. For the righteoms Lord loveth 
r1ghteouſneſs, Plal. 11.7. 

2, Mult an #njuf way be made uſe of until a jxft one be 
found our and eſtabliſhed? mutt Gods Laws lacky after 
mans till man have a minde and will tro conform his Laws © 
ro Gods ? mult man be obeyed, and God be diſobeyed? 
God forbid that evil ſhould be done that good may come 
thereof. And may not common beggers, thieves, and gri- 

ping Uſurers, &'c, plead the'very ſame for their trades, 

uncil they can finde a better ? | 
ns” 3. But why can you finde no better way to relieve the 
ra% be bz. ſequeltreds and their wives and children , then fifths ? are 
ter this way there nor common ways of relieving the poor ? andis not - 
employ:d , relief of the poot a common duty ? and ought 1t not to be 
mnt ape born equally of all ? If it be a good work why will not you 
we 1nd your ſelves have an handin ic ? Andare nor ſome of them 
rich, 2ad a- fit for ſome imployments to get their living by ? if nor, 
ble beneficed have they not rich friends ? and are there not rich men e- 
me? i noughof © their own paryy to relievethem? and may nor 
Sir Robere £REir (decime ) renths be more juttlyzreaſonably, and poli- 
Sherley rickly this way employed ,-then well-affe&ed Minifters 
done well fifths, and more willingly paid to them of their own party 
for them, ia and confederacy ? if none of theſe ways ſhall be found 
$:9/% a! better Mr. Ley (ſometimes of Brightwell ) who hath fludi- 

is impro- . 4 ; Sapy ef 

priatioas, E1 the point,will wichout doubt, if conſulred with,diſcover 
aad other abetrer way then fifchs from the poor Pplundred Miniſters 


Eccleſiaſit- of Chriſt, 

cal Lands, 

and their PS — AE. 
ariee;s, to In regard Mr. liam Wheatley, (ſometimes Miniſter of 
zelieve the Goſpel at Barbary ) wasa man eminent for learning 
thim ? / and 


Rom, 3.8, 
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«nd piety» I have hereunto added his judgetnent of .cyrhes, 
as1 find it on the Ir. chap. of Geneſis, pag. 98, 99. whete , 
ſpeaking of «Abraham, and propofing his example for our | 
imitation, he ſaith, That the fourth vertue in Abraham 
was religiouſteſs, 'which among other things he evidenced 
by his paying tithes of all he had ro Melchizedec : he faith 
thus : 

I do-not think he meant only of the ſpoils, though that 
he didroo ; bur a conſtant tything of all he had is meant. 
This tything was an acknowledgement of his ſubje&ion to 
Melchizedec, and ſo neceſſary to be performed to Chriſt 
whos Prieſtfor ever after that order, who mult bleſs, and 
b- take the tythes. 2 

Surely tything 15 no Levitical Ceremony, for iris not o- 
riginally and primarily due to the Levitical Prieſthood, bur 
It 1s due to an eternal Prieſthood, even that after the or- 
der of Melchizedec : and therefore ſo far as I do ſee,it 
muſt be eternally due ; neicher can any man lawfully for- 
bear co pay them ro Chriſt, neither can any man receive Are ſeque- 
them in Chrifts ftead, but he that is Chriſt officer to preach f _ arg 
in Chriſts ſtead,and ſow his ſpiritual things. ; pare 19! 
Now I pray look that ye be religious as Abraham was 
profeſs Religion, come to. Gods houſe, call on his name, 
pay your tythes duly of all, which I know none of you all 
| doth make Conſcience of, you think that too dear a price 
- tro buy the worſhip of God with : but why ſhould you nor 
ſhew your ſelves ſubje& to Chriſt, as well as Abraham ? 
if you could make it manifeſt co bea Levitical Ceremony, 
you might think your ſelves diſpenſed wich by Chrifts com= 
\  1ng; bur youcannot ſhew any good reaſon, why it ſhould 
be (o : and here is a good reaſon it was norſo; for it was 
| due to a Prieſt of another Order, then that of , Haros : 
| wherefore ſhew your ſelves truly rel:gious,by a conſcronable 
| ſetting apart to God the tythe of all you have, as Abraham 
did: for when here ir is ſaid he tythed all, andin the He- 
brews, the ſpoils 4s well as other things, 1t's no reaſon to 
ſhorren the wider place by the narrower bur ro —_— 
| or 
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£2  Boghtogetherthus he paid tyches of alland al 
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' © The premiſes well conſidered upon the whole matter, it. * 

Is humbly defired, and hoped will be granted, . + : 
I,That all thoſe Miniſters which have.been put into ſe- 

- queſtrations by authoricy of Parliament, or their Commir- 
rees, may be ſecled .in them reſpeCively for their livess 
without payment of fifth parts to the ſequeſtred, or their 
wives or children. | 

-2+ That ſome effeQual courſe be ſpeedily” taken, to 
compel the people to pay their tythes ro. their reſpe&ive 
Miniſters, duly,truly, and fully. . 

3+ That ſome other more juſt and. reaſonable courſe be 
taken ro relieve ſequeſtred Minifters, ang their wives and . 
chuldren, if poor, andunable to work... "4 | 


